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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

DECEMBER 20, 2018 

 

Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary General Public:  See Attached List 

Jack McCluskey, Commissioner 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

 

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner  

  

Absent:  

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:16 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, and Commissioner McCluskey, present at the 

meeting; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None. 

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the November 15, 2018, South 

Broward Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner McCluskey, and 

it was carried unanimously. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT 

 

 

A. CONTRACT AWARDS: 

 

1. SBDD STORM RELATED TREE & DEBRIS REMOVAL PROJECT FOR NRCS 

SITE NO. 12  PROJECT IN SWR   

 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD advertised for bids for the Removal of Storm Related 

Trees and Debris for NRCS Site No. 12 in SWR.  NRCS Site No. 12 is located along the SW 

184th Avenue right-of-way, from Griffin Road to Sheridan Street in Southwest Ranches, FL.  

The District received a total of four (4) bids.  The bids ranged in price from $13,350.00 to 

$368,500.00.  
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The lowest bid was submitted by EDJ, Tree Service, LLC (EDJ) in the amount of $13,350.00.  

SBDD reviewed the bid submitted by EDJ and determined that the Contractor is qualified to 

perform the work and that the bid meets all requirements.  EDJ has performed numerous tree 

cutting and tree removal projects with the District in the past, including tree removal and 

debris removal from within water bodies, and SBDD has been satisfied with EDJ’s past work.       

 

District Director Hart recommended that the District award the contract for the SBDD 

Removal of Storm Related Trees and Debris for NRCS Site No. 12 in SWR Project to EDJ 

Tree Service, LLC in the amount of $13,350 as the lowest, responsive, responsible bidder.     

 

The work covered under this project is part of a grant agreement with the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), where SBDD is 

responsible for 25% of the costs ($3,337.50).  Funding for this project will come from the 

grant with the NRCS (75%) and from the SBDD General Operating Account as part of the 

District’s 2018-2019 Budget (25%). 

 

District Director Hart requested approval to award the contract for the SBDD Removal of 

Storm Related Trees and Debris for NRCS Site No. 12 in Southwest Ranches Project to EDJ 

Tree Service, LLC in the amount of $13,350.   

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the contract for the SBDD Storm 

Related Tree & Debris Removal Project for NRCS Site NO. 12 project in SWR to EDJ Tree 

Service, LLC in the amount of $13,350 as recommended.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner McCluskey. 

 

Commissioner Mersinger asked what was originally budgeted for this item.  District Director 

Hart answered that the total grant amount is for $100,000.   

 

Commissioner Mersinger commented that must be for several projects.  District Director 

Hart replied that it was for one project with 2 locations.  He said there were two sites listed 

when they submitted for the grant; one was for SBDD Canal 7; and one was for the 184th 

Avenue Canal; and the total grant amount between the two sites was $100,000.  He said 

NRCS did not split the costs between the two sites; so it’s a total amount.   

 

Commissioner Mersinger asked what the cost was for the other site.  District Director Hart 

replied that site was already awarded, and the work has been done; and it came up to $3,800 

total.  He said the District’s cost-share for that was under $1,000.  He said that the District is 

doing both sites for under $100,000.   

 

Chair Hodges stated that NRCS will fund up to that amount, but they will not give us the 

difference back.   

 

Commissioner Minnaugh asked if the District can place bids for other jobs.   District Director 

Hart said, unfortunately, no; it’s only set up for this specific project; and these specific sites.  

The good news is that the District is getting all of the work done under the grant. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 
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Commissioner Goggin and Commissioner Santana-Woodall joined the meeting at 8:25 a.m. 

 

2. SBDD STORMWATER CULVERT SLIP-LINING PROJECT IN PEMBROKE 

PINES   

 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD advertised for bids for the SBDD Culvert Slip-Lining 

Project in Pembroke Pines.  The District received a total of three (3) bids ranging in price 

from $49,792.00 to $246,350.00.  This culvert is located along the Taft Street canal just west 

of University Drive, at the west end of the shopping center property. 

 

The lowest bid was submitted by Shenandoah General Construction Company (Shenandoah) 

in the amount of $49,792.00.  SBDD reviewed the bid submitted by Shenandoah and 

determined that the Contractor is qualified to perform the work and that the bid meets all 

requirements.  In addition, SBDD has been satisfied with previous work performed by 

Shenandoah.   

 

District Director Hart recommended that the District award the contract for the SBDD 

Stormwater Culvert Slip-Lining Project in Pembroke Pines Project to Shenandoah General 

Construction Company in the amount of $49,792.00 as the lowest, responsive, responsible 

bidder.  Funding for this project will come from the SBDD General Operating Account as 

part of the District’s 2018-2019 Budget. 

 

Commissioner McCluskey moved for approval to award the contract for the SBDD Culvert 

Slip-Lining Project in Pembroke Pines to Shenandoah General Construction Company in the 

amount of $49,792.00 as recommended.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Minnaugh 

and it was carried unanimously.   

 

B. PURCHASE OF NEW VEHICLE 

 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD staff researched pricing for the purchase of a new 

vehicle for the District’s Maintenance and Field Operations.   

 

The lowest price available for the purchase of a new 2019 Ford F-450 Super Duty Truck is 

through the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract in the total amount of $52,750.00.  The 

Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract was awarded through a publically advertised, 

competitive bid process and therefore, the purchase of a vehicle through this contract does not 

require SBDD to publically advertise for bids. 

 

The 450 Super Duty Truck will serve multiple purposes for the District’s maintenance and field 

operations, and includes the following benefits: 

 

Standard Features 

 15,000 LB GVWR Cab & Chassis (Dual Rear Wheel) – 4x4 ($36,577) 

 6.7 Liter Power Stroke Diesel Engine 

 450 HP at 2800 rpm 

 935 Torque at 1800 rpm 

 35,000 Lbs Towing Capacity w/ Gooseneck Body 
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 40 Gallon Fuel Tank 

 4-Wheel Disk Brakes 

 Heavy Duty, Load Capacity Tires 

 3-Year, 36,000 Mile Bumper-to-Bumper Warranty 

 5-Year, 100,000 Mile Powertrain Warranty (Engine & Transmission) 

 

Optional Features 

 Large Capacity, 9-Foot Gooseneck Body (Flat Bed) ($6,500) 

 Bulkhead Lights ($200) 

 Brake & Turn Signals on Top of Bulkhead ($398) 

 Electric Brake Controller ($269) 

 Speed Control/Tilt steering wheel ($230) 

 Crew Cab ($4,140) 

 Trailer Towing Package w/ Heavy Duty Flashers & Wiring for Trailer Plug ($898.00) 

 Back-up Alarm ($138) 

 Two (2) Integrated Chassis Toolboxes ($1,200) 

 Side Pocket Sides and Integrated Cargo Tie-Down System ($1,000 Est.) 

 48” Steel Side Panels ($1,000 Est.) 

 3/8” HD Steel Plate Bed ($200 Est.) 

 

Additional Benefits/Features 

 Ability to tow all SBDD equipment (tractor/mower, skid steer, gator, dump trailer, portable 

generator, chipper, etc.). 

 Gooseneck body feature allows for the ability to load from three sides of the bed, as 

opposed to a standard, conventional truck bed. 

 Capacity to  load and transport optional SBDD equipment, including Caterpillar diesel 

engines, pump station gear drives, emergency portable fuel tanks, pump station generators, 

portable emergency generators, sod pallets, rip-rap, rubble, drainage culverts, drainage 

structures, fencing material, storm-related debris, in-house tree removal debris, and other 

miscellaneous field operations/maintenance items. 

 Crew cab will allow District to transport up to 6 crew staff to assigned job sites throughout 

the District w/ full towing capacity. 

 Provides District with a multi-purpose, multi-personnel vehicle for use during regular field 

maintenance operations (tree removal, small-scale drainage projects, facility maintenance, 

boat ramp improvement work, bush-hogging/easement maintenance, equipment transport, 

and endwall repair work); annual engine and gear drive maintenance program (SBDD 

mechanic); long-distance transport of heavy equipment for maintenance, repairs, and 

rebuilds; and emergency operations (pre-storm and post-storm clean–up operations, tree 

and debris removal, waterway clean-up, and equipment/fuel/generators/staff transport 

throughout the District). 
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SBDD researched other pricing options for a comparable 2019 Ford F-450 Super Duty Truck, 

and determined that the pricing through the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract is the most 

economical option.  Informal pricing obtained from other local car/truck dealers exceeded 

$60,000 in price.  

 

District Director Hart requested approval for the District to purchase a new 2019 Ford F-450 

Super Duty Truck from Coggin Auto Group out of Jacksonville, FL under the Florida Sheriff’s 

Association Contract in the amount of $52,750.00.     

 

The purchase of the new vehicle will be funded through the General Operating Account as part 

of the District’s 2018-2019 budget (Line Item 1785 – Equipment Purchases, Replacements, and 

Upgrades). 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the purchase of the new vehicle as requested.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall. 

 

Commissioner McCluskey asked if they will deliver the vehicle here.  District Director Hart 

replied yes. 

 

Commissioner Goggin asked if the vehicle that the District is retiring has a crew cab.  District 

Director Hart said no, it did not.   

 

Commissioner Goggin said that it looks as if the base price was $36,000, so the add-ons will 

bring it up to the $52,750.00.  District Director Hart said that the $36,000 was just the chassis 

and the cab; it did not include the bed.  He said that the District wanted to go with a different 

type of bed.   

 

Commissioner Goggin asked for future reference, with a vehicle like this, what will the District 

be doing for maintenance repairs.  District Director Hart said that the SBDD mechanic will do 

the standard preventive maintenance, but any warranty work will be done through Pines Ford. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously.  

 

C. RE-INVESTMENT OF DISTRICT FUNDS 

 

District Director Hart informed the Board that the following investment funds are scheduled to 

mature this month: 

 

1.    Legacy Bank CD - $247,500   Maturity Date –  12/28/2018 

2.    Bank United CD - $247,500   Maturity Date –  12/30/2018 

 

On November 27, 2018, the Finance and Investment Committee met to discuss the District’s 

options for re-investing the cash-on-hand that will be available upon the maturity of these 

investment funds.   The recommendation from the Finance and Investment Committee is to re-

invest these funds in a new 13-month CD and a new 15-month CD in accordance with the 

District’s Investment Policy.   Current interest rates range between 2.35% and 2.70%. 
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A 12 month cash flow analysis by SBDD staff indicates that the District will have adequate 

cash-on-hand over the next 12 months, and if necessary, future maturing CDs can be transferred 

to cash. 

District Director Hart requested approval to re-invest the monies that will become available 

from two maturing CD investments by purchasing two new CDs.  District Director Hart 

requested that the Board give staff the option to go with two 13-month CDs, or two 15-month 

CDs, or a combination thereof; whatever the best rate that Susan is able to find for the District.  

 

Commissioner McCluskey moved for approval to re-invest the monies that will become available 

from two maturing CD investments by purchasing 2 new CDs, and giving the District Director 

the flexibility as requested.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried 

unanimously. 

 

F. OTHER  
 

 Director’s 2018 Evaluation – District Director Hart said that he provided an evaluation form 
for the Board’s 2018 evaluation of the District Director.  He said that the Board Chair and 
he decided to go with the same evaluation form that has been used in the past.  He requested 
that the evaluation forms be returned a week before the January 31, 2019 Board of 
Commissioner’s Meeting. 

 
 NRCS Site #12 – District Director Hart updated the Board on the NRCS Site #12 project.  

He said that work is expected to start right after the week of January 7th.  They have it 
scheduled for all work to be completed by the beginning of March.  Site #11 is 100% 
complete.  The Contractor did an excellent job.  He said they removed quite a bit of trees, 
and the District is very happy with it.  District Director Hart commented that he has already 
submitted the paperwork to NRCS.  SBDD staff is continuing to clear along the bank of the 
184th Avenue Canal, and are making great progress.  The Skid Steer was delivered and is 
operational.  It was delivered within a month.  District Director Hart said that sometimes the 
equipment takes up to six months to get in.  He said the staff is actually using the equipment 
for grading, and assisting them in their tree removal work, etc.   

 
 FEMA – District Director Hart is continuing to get e-mails periodically asking SBDD to re-

submit documents, etc. to FEMA; and it looks as if all of the paperwork is in order, and has 
been submitted to the highest level of FEMA for their reviews.  Still no word on when SBDD 
will get their reimbursement.  Vice Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart for an amount 
on what SBDD has requested for reimbursment.  District Director Hart said that the amount 
asked for is approximately $325,000.  It will not be 100%, because FEMA has a sliding scale.  
He said for the first 10 days it’s 90% and then it goes down from there.  If the District gets 
all the reimbursement asked for, he feels that the District will be able to reimburse everything 
that was used from the emergency fund.  He said that the balance is at $273,000.   

  
 SBDD Webpage Update – District Director Hart said that the District received some 

information through the Florida Association of Special District (FASD).  He said that there 
have been a number of lawsuits filed in Florida and across the country, related to ADA 
accessibility to websites.  SBDD decided to move ahead and update their website, and make 
sure that it meets the ADA code for accessibility.   

 
Commissioner Mersinger asked what the District needs to add to their website.  District 
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Director Hart replied that there are certain elements such as voice, descriptions of photos, 
and other features for people who may be visually impaired, etc.  SBDD is leaving it to their 
webmaster to make sure that whatever those requirements are, that they are met.  SBDD is 
close to launching their new website.  It will be sometime in the early part of next year 
(February or March).     

 
 CIP Update – District Director Hart informed the Board members on the CIP Improvements 

as follows: 
 

 Maintenance Garage Expansion Bldg. – The final payment to the Contractor was issued. 
 

 Rebuilding of two pumps and two gear drives - Both gear drives and pumps have been 
broken down, and are at the Contractor’s facility for rebuilding.   

 

 Sluice gates along the S-8 pump station – The 3 additional locations are in design; and 
SBDD has already met with the County on permitting requirements.  There may be an 
agreement that District Director Hart will be bringing to the Board through the County 
for their approval.  He said that the plans are in the process of being completed; and he 
will soon be obtaining the permit. District Director Hart said that he is shooting to get 
the work done before the beginning of hurricane season.   

 

 University Park pump station - This was a project to modify the District’s University 
Park pump station.  District Director Hart said that this is an old pump station that was 
built inside a large underground structure near Flamingo Road and Pembroke Road.  He 
said they had budgeted $60,000; and that Mr. Joseph Certain, SBDD Project Manager, 
along with staff, were able to remove all of the interior components of this pump station 
in-house, with tremendous savings to the District.  They used the equipment the District 
has in-house to do it.  All that is left is to design and place a top slab structure with an 
access hatch.  He is confident that it will come in under the budget amount, and it will 
be completed within the next 3 months. 

 
 County-Wide Flood Mapping – This project is on-going through the County; and SBDD is 

hoping that by the third quarter of next year, the County will have the flood routing 
completed, and information available to us.  SBDD has a contribution of $30,000 on this. 

 
 Skid Steer – As mentioned before, the skid steer has already been delivered, and is in 

operation; and is proving to be a very beneficial piece of equipment for the District. 
 

 Water Level Recorders – SBDD is testing a new prototype for their water level recorders.  
Mr. Luis Ochoa is overseeing this.  SBDD received a new model yesterday; and once they 
are confident and settled in on the final design and configuration, they will start changing out 
all their water level recorders across the District. 

 
 Basin 8 – District Director Hart said that the Basin 8 Drainage Improvements are 

substantially complete.  There was a final inspection last week; there is a punch list that the 
Contractor has to finish; but the physical improvement is in place.  It will be a big benefit for 
the north part of Dykes Road; and is part of the future expansion of a Basin interconnect all 
the way to 162nd Avenue, which will be a good improvement.  He said that this project was 
partially funded through a grant with SFWMD; and SBDD has a 25% cost-share of $50,000.  
He is expecting to close out that project within the next 3 months, and make payment on it.    
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 Improvements along the SW 184th Avenue Canal – SBDD is still looking to do 
improvements as far as canal excavations in Basin 1, Basin 8, and along the SW 184th Avenue 
Canal; as soon as they finish their clearing work.  
 

 Hazardous Mitigation Grant (HMGP) – District Director Hart said that he still hasn’t heard 
anything on the Hazardous Mitigation Grant (HMGP) projects and funding.  He said that the 
District has not been told that funding has run out; so no news is not bad news.  SBDD is 
sitting at the bottom of the Tier II priority list.  The good news is that Broward County has 
received a substantial amount of funding on the HMGP; he was told over $30 million dollars.  
For SBDD to get funding, all the projects above them have to get funded; and if there is 
additional funds left, then they will have a chance.  He was told that there aren’t really any 
big ticket items above SBDD, so it may be possible; we will know one way or the other 
within the next couple of months. 

 
 Facility Report Update – SBDD is continuing to work on the update to their Facility Report.  

We are updating all the maps, and it is going very well.  He is hoping to bring it forward for 
formal adoption by March; and once done, SBDD will be changing out all of their large wall 
maps.   
 

 Draft for Financial Audit - SBDD will be presenting the Draft Financial Audit to the Board 
in January, and the adoption of the Final Financial Audit in February.  
 

 Updates for 2019 – SBDD will be looking to update their Criteria Manual and their 
Employee Manual sometime in 2019.  

 

05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  
 
 Attorney Bell wished everyone a Happy Holiday and a Happy New Year.  

 
06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously.   

  

07.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 
Commissioner Mersinger asked what SBDD is doing with the underground facility that was gutted out.  
District Director Hart said that at this moment SBDD is not doing anything with it (we are leaving it in 
place).  It’s a structure, a concrete box, but it’s not dry.  Commissioner Mersinger asked why are we 
just taking the interior out of that structure, and then taking the components to the dump; why not sell 
it as scrap metal.  District Director Hart said he doesn’t know that there is any value to the scrap metal, 
but he will bring it up to Mr. Franklin.   

 
Commissioner Goggin clarified that the problem with the material is that it is not clean, and there are 
multiple materials comingled; and the only way to make any money on that is to pull and separate all 
the materials, and the cost in doing that is above and beyond what the material is worth. 

 
Commissioner Santana-Woodall asked if on the SBDD website, will the online payment system, etc., 
be included.  District Director Hart said it will, but not at the initial launch.  He said that they got a price 
to add that on as a future link, along with the ability of the webpage to do online payments.  Once it’s 
been worked out with the logistics with the bank, the District should be able to do online payments.  He 
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said that SBDD will be having credit/debit card payment options here in the next year; and shortly 
thereafter, online payments has been approved by the Board, and SBDD will be moving forward with 
it.  There will be an online payment option, online permitting capability, and a link to our GIS map, and 
further down the road, the ability to pull up any records on a specific property.  

 
Vice Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart if on the motors that were sent out to get rebuilt, do they 
come back ready-to-go, or do they have to have things added to them before they are mounted on.  
District Director Hart said that they are ready-to-go. 
 
Vice Chair Ryan commented on the parking lot at Taft Street and University Drive; and said that parking 
lot has no drainage.  He asked who was the approving agency that allowed them to do this.  During 
discussion, it was noted that this is a very old parking lot; and the permitting requirements were much 
different at that time, than they are now.  District Director Hart stated that he will continue to reach out 
to the Owner to suggest improvements.    

 

   Commissioner Mersinger commented that the C-51 House Bill and Senate Bill will provide funding 

for the C-51 project; and the only other bill discussed was House Bill 105 – Domestic Waste Water. 

 

   Commissioner McCluskey suggested that District Director Hart add additional columns to the monthly 

Financial Report to show SBDD’s comparative money situation in percentages.  He will review it with 

District Director Hart.   

 

   Chair Hodges mentioned that he and District Director Hart will be working on an Annual Evaluation 

Form for Attorney Bell.   

    

08. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 31st at 8:15 a.m.  
 

Adjournment at 9:10 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

 

/rim 

 





























































































































































DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

January 22, 2019

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from December 12,
2018 through January 21, 2019:

1. Coordination regarding Park Plaza Canal Crossing:

Attorney's Fees:       15 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 62.50

2. Coordination regarding Employee Background Check:

Costs: WTC Background Check: $ 58.35

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 120.85



DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

January 22, 2019

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

LEGAL SERVICES REIMBURSABLE FROM PROPERTY OWNERS:
Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from December 12,
2018 through January 21, 2019:

1. Coordination regarding SW Broward Theaters Lake Vacation/Sale:

Attorney's Fees:    9 hrs.  20 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 2,333.33

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 2,333.33


