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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
FEBRUARY 25, 2016 

 

Present: 

Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson     Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer     Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary    General Public: See Attached List 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner          

Thomas Good, Commissioner          

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 

              

Absent: 

       
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:03 A.M.; with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner Goggin and Commissioner 

Santana-Woodall present; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None.  

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the minutes of the January 28, 2016, South Broward 

Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall and 

carried unanimously. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT  

 

Commissioner Good joined the meeting at approximately 8:05 a.m. 

 

A. PRESENTATION OF FINAL SBDD FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 BY BARRY FINK, CPA  

 

District Director Hart stated that the final report of the SBDD Financial Statements for the 

Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2015 was prepared by the District’s accounting firm, 

Margolies, Fink and Wichrowski, Certified Public Accounts (MFW), and that Barry Fink, 

CPA was at the meeting to present the report.   

 

Mr. Fink stated that there were no changes to the report, and that he had nothing more to add 

from his presentation at the previous Board meeting; and he would be happy to answer any 

questions from the Board.   
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Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Final SBDD Financial Statement for the 
Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2015.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and 
it was carried unanimously. 

 

B. REQUEST TO PURCHASE NEW SBDD VEHICLE  
 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD staff researched pricing for the purchase of a new 

vehicle to replace one of the District’s existing vehicles.   

 

This is a request to purchase a new 2016 Ford F-250 3/4 Ton Pickup Truck.  The lowest price 

available for the purchase of a new 2016 Ford F-250 3/4 Ton Pickup Truck is through the 

Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract in the amount of $23,214.00.  The Florida Sheriff’s 

Association Contract was awarded through a publically advertised, competitive bid process 

and therefore, the purchase of a vehicle through this contract does not require SBDD to 

publically advertise for bids. 

 

SBDD has researched other pricing options for a comparable 2016 Ford F-250 3/4 Ton 

Pickup Truck, and determined that the pricing through the Florida Sheriff’s Association 

Contract is the most economical option.  Informal pricing obtained from other local car/truck 

dealers exceeded $40,000 in price. 

 

District Director Hart requested approval for the District to purchase a 2016 Ford F-250 3/4 

Ton Pickup Truck from Duval Ford Fleet Sales under the Florida Sheriff’s Association 

Contract in the amount of $23,214.00.  The vehicle will be outfitted with additional options 

including a trailer towing package; spare tire and rim; back-up alarm; 8,000 lb. winch with 

remote; limited slip differential on 4-wheel drive; and electric brake controller.  The total 

amount of the optional items is $3,377.00.  The total cost for the new vehicle, including all 

optional items is $26,591.00.  The purchase of the new vehicle will be funded through the 

General Operating Account as part of the District’s 2015-2016 budget. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the purchase of a new SBDD vehicle for the 

total amount of $26,591.00.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin. 

 

Commissioner Goggin commented that he did some research and could not come anywhere 

near $40,000, and he appreciates how the District is able to do a good job dealing with the 

Sheriff’s Association Contract and that it stands to reason.  The question was called and it was 

carried unanimously. 

 

C. OTHER 

 

 Update on Dry Season Rainfall – District Director Hart stated that all of South Florida 

has experienced an abnormal dry season in terms of rainfall.  There has been a number 

of records regarding rainfall that have been recorded.  November through January has 

been the wettest period on record since 1932.  There has been individual days in 

January, that have recorded single day rainfall records for that particular day, and well 

above normal rainfall for this period of time overall.  The District has been able to keep 

the water levels close to the District’s control water elevations.  So far, the District has 

been able to deal with all the rainfall and excessive rain.  Last Tuesday, there was 

approximately two inches of rainfall in a ½ hour time period.  It was a tremendous 
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amount of water that came down in a very short period of time.  District Director Hart 

commented that no drainage system is designed to handle that volume of water in that 

period of time; and that you will see localized flooding; but the good news is that the 

water does dissipate in a fairly short period of time after the storm passes; and if you 

would get that same amount of rainfall in an 8-hour period, you would hardly feel it, but 

when it comes down in such a short time, it does cause some issues with drainage.   

 

He said the real concern right now is that Florida is in the dry season, and typically 

during the dry season, SBDD is building storage for the rainy season.  In the past, South 

Florida has seen water levels a foot below control elevation at this time of year, so when 

we start getting our annual rains, starting in May and through the summer, we would 

have a lot of storage available throughout the District’s basins; and right now we do not 

have that.  SBDD is right at control elevation, and the soils are pretty well saturated.  

South Florida Water Management District is taking steps to prevent flooding; they are 

moving water south into the Florida Bay across Tamiami Trail.  It’s the first time they 

have done this in a number of years; and they have also back-pumped into Lake 

Okeechobee which is very rare.  He said that they are also discharging as well east and 

west of the lake, because the lake elevation is above average for this time of year.  The 

District will continue to operate as usual as far as the management of their system. 

                  

Update on Maintenance Building Expansion & CIP  -  Regarding the expansion of the 

Maintenance Building, the District has started the process of moving forward and took 

the Board’s feedback into account.  He said that the District will need to get an 

Amendment for the Plat because the Plat restricts the amount of building area that can 

be placed on a piece of property; and the Plat for this property had limited the building 

square footage to what’s currently in place.  District Director Hart said there is a process 

that the District needs to go through with the local municipality.  He has already filed 

the application through the Town, and will be receiving a “Letter of No Objection”; and 

that will be forwarded to Broward County; from there it should be a 60-90 day process 

to where the District will get a formal “Plat Note Amendment”; and the plat will then be 

amended to allow for the additional square footage needed to expand the maintenance 

building.  District Director Hart said that while that is taking place, the plan is to move 

forward and try to negotiate a contract with an architect through the City of Miramar’s 

library of consultants.  

 

Regarding other CIPs, the roof for the office building has been completed, and it has 

withstood the rain very well.  The first of the two motors being rebuilt should be 

delivered today and will be reinstalled.  The second motor will be picked up to be rebuilt 

by Ring Power, and then returned within 30-45 days; and the motors should be back in 

operation before the rainy season.  District Director Hart reassured the Board that even 

with the maintenance work, the District always has the ability to pump water and to 

move water; it has not taken away from any of the District’s operations.  SBDD will not 

compromise on any of the pump stations, as far as the capacity needed in the event of 

one of these winter storms that come through.  Likewise, SBDD has rebuilt two of the 

pumps and gear drives which will be installed tomorrow and will be up and running by 

next week.   

 

 Water Matters Day - The Annual Water Matters Day will be held March 12, 2016 at 

9:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m. at Tree Top Park.   
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Chair Hodges said he appreciates that District Director Hart is keeping the Board informed on the 

water levels; and that he also has concerns with the ground water, because if this rain keeps up, it 

will be a problem.  He said that hopefully there will be a balance.  He also mentioned the sluice 

gates and how this underscores the importance of the sluice gates that were installed, and their 

ability to move this water.  

 

District Director Hart said that is a good point; with all this water and the record rainfall, the 

District has had to operate the pumps only a few times on the south end at the C-9, but very 

infrequently.  The District has been able to maintain the water levels and the control elevations 

through the gates; and that is exactly what was expected as far as the benefits of those gates. 

 
05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  
 
 Attorney Bell said that on Senate Bill 516, it looks as if it is not going forward; and that the session 

will be over in a couple of weeks.   
 
 He reminded the Board of the election which is coming up in November, and several Board 

members will be on the ballot; and that the qualifying period is Noon, June 20 through Noon, June 
24.   

   
 Attorney Bell said that he was requested to prepare a memorandum regarding whether or not, as a 

District Commissioner, you are considered an employee.  The memo was distributed to the Board 
members.  He said that this is a confusing issue, and it depends on the context in which it is being 
applied.   

 
 Commissioner Mersinger commented that when Board members asked if they were capable of 

getting insurance through the District, they were told that because they were not employees of the 
District, that they could not get insurance through the District.  Attorney Bell explained that the 
main reason they cannot get insurance through the District is because the Charter specifically states 
“no benefits”, but there is a provision in the State law which does allow for Special District 
members to have insurance.  Commissioner Mersinger said that to her recollection, it was because 
they were not employees, and therefore could not piggy-back off the insurance here at the District.  
Commissioner Santana-Woodall agreed with Commissioner Mersinger and added that she recalls 
that in that discussion there was further discussion regarding the retirement fund.  Attorney Bell 
said in regards to the retirement fund, at one time the Board members were part of the retirement 
fund, and then they decided that they did not want to be members; and they opted out. 

 
 Commissioner Minnaugh clarified that at that time, there were several discussions, and one of the 

main reasons that Board members are not getting benefits and participating in the retirement plan is 
that they did not want the residents to have to compensate volunteers, who were elected to serve; 
and she said that this would cost thousands of dollars; that would be ongoing; and for some people, 
there was discussion whether they would get to keep it, even after they retire from the Board.  It 
was an economic decision not to charge the people in the District for the Board to get benefits.     

 
 Commissioner Good explained that the real simple issue is that if a Board member decides that 

they want to get employed by someone else, and that the employer says “sure, however you cannot 
have a secondary employment” and the Board member wants to still be an office holder, then they 
would need to make a decision whether they want to have a job or hold office; because the policy 
could exist in both the private and public sectors.  If the Board is considered employees, the policy 
would then impact the Board’s ability to be public servants.  If they are considered to be public 
servants, then it is not considered employment. 
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 No further action was requested of Attorney Bell on this issue.   
 
06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

  

07.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

   

   Commissioner Mersinger stated that she went to Broward Days and did a lot of networking and 

spoke to many representatives.  She said that they had scheduled the Fracking Bill for a hearing 

and that she was really hoping to speak on the issue, and when she went to the Committee 

Hearing, she noticed they had taken it off.  She commented that watching the House was very 

depressing and upsetting.  She said that the Utility Bill passed and that she saw nothing of major 

consequence for the District.  She commented that the Legislature keeps saying that water is a 

priority, but she does not see anything that backs that up.   

        

08. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
A. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 31st at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Adjournment at 8:35 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

 

                                                                             

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

 

/rim 






















































































































































