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 SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
APRIL 30, 2015 

 

Present: 

Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson     Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer     Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary       General Public: See Attached List 

Thomas Good, Commissioner          

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

              

Absent:   
     

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:05 A.M., with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner Goggin and Commissioner 

Santana-Woodall present; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

  

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None.  

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the March 26th, 2015, South 

Broward Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and 

carried unanimously by those present. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT  

 

A. CONTRACT AWARDS: 

 

1. SBDD TREE REMOVAL & TRIMMING PROJECT AT VARIIOUS LOCATIONS 

IN MIRAMAR, PEMBROKE PINES & SOUTHWEST RANCHES  

 

 District Director Hart stated that SBDD advertised for bids for the Tree 

Removal/Trimming Project at sixteen locations plus one alternate location in the City of 

Miramar, City of Pembroke Pines, and Town of Southwest Ranches.   The District 

received a total of four (4) bids.  The bid amounts ranged in price from $28,500.00 to 

$370,000.00 for all seventeen locations. 

 
The bid documents allow the District the option of awarding the contract on a split basis. 
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The lowest bid for each of the 17 sites varies among the bids.  Therefore, it is 

recommended that the bid be awarded on a split basis as follows: 

1. EDJ Service, Inc. (EDJ) in the amount of $15,500.00 as the lowest responsive, 

responsible bidder for Site Nos. 1, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16 and Alternate Site No. 

17. 

2. Milborne LLC (Milborne) in the amount of $6,316.60 as the lowest responsive, 

responsible bidder for Site Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

3. Lawn Wizard USA, Inc. (Lawn Wizard) in the amount of $2,800.00 as the lowest 

responsive, responsible bidder for Site Nos. 7, 9, and 15. 

 

SBDD has reviewed the bids submitted by EDJ, Milborne, and Lawn Wizard and has 

determined that each Contractor is qualified to perform the work and that all three bids 

meet all requirements.  SBDD is familiar with EDJ and has been satisfied with their past 

work on similar type projects.  SBDD checked references for Milborne and Lawn Wizard 

and received positive responses.  All three Contractors are agreeable to performing the 

work on a split basis as noted above. 

 

The work covered under this project is included as part of the District’s 2014-2015 

budget; and funding for the project will come from the SBDD General Operating 

account. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the SBDD Tree 

Removal/Trimming Project on a split basis as recommended by the District Director to 

EDJ Services Inc., Melborne LLC, and to Lawn Wizard USA, Inc., in the total amount of 

$24,616.60.   Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan asked if site location 17 was adjacent to a District canal.  District Director 

Hart stated that site location 17 was adjacent to a future swale that will extend to a District 

canal.  He said that the District is cutting a swale to provide drainage for the adjacent 

roadway to the canal.  In order to do that there is a stand of Australian Pine trees that need 

to be removed.   

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Good joined the meeting at approximately 8:11 A.M. 

 

2. SBDD SW 205TH AVENUE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IN 

SOUTHWEST RANCHES 
 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD advertised for bids for the installation of a 15” 
drainage culvert on SW 205th Avenue in SW Ranches, FL.   The District received a total 
of eleven (11) bids.  The Bid amounts ranged in price from $31,900.00 to $52,034.17.   
 

The lowest bid was submitted by LCCI Construction LLC in the amount of $31,900.00.  

SBDD has reviewed the bid submitted by LCCI Construction LLC and has determined 

that the Contractor is qualified to perform the work and that the bid meets all 

requirements.  SBDD is familiar with this Contractor and has been satisfied with their 

past work on District projects.    District Director Hart recommended that the District 

award the contract for the SW 205th Avenue Drainage Improvements project to LCCI 
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Construction LLC in the amount of $31,900.00 as the lowest responsive, responsible 

bidder. 

This project is included under the District’s 2014-2015 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); 

and funding for the project will come from the SBDD Capital Improvements Committed 

Account.   

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval to award the SBDD SW 205th Avenue Drainage 

Improvements project to LCCI Construction, LLC as recommended by the District 

Director, in the total amount of $31,900.00.   Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Minnaugh. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh asked if this was one of the roads in Southwest Ranches that is 

cut off.  District Director Hart replied yes, that the proposed project is located right at the 

gate.  She asked if there was a way to make the Town take down the gate to help improve 

drainage.  District Director Hart answered no, not for the drainage.   

 

Vice Chair Ryan and Commissioner Minnaugh asked about cost-sharing.  District Director 

Hart replied that there is no cost-sharing on this project.  Commissioner Minnaugh asked if 

the project is located anywhere close to Franklin Academy.  District Director Hart said that 

it is not far from Franklin Academy.  Commissioner Minnaugh then asked about a possible 

cost-share from them.  District Director Hart replied that Franklin Academy will be cost-

sharing on a different project a bit further north from this location.  They will be funding 

the ditch liner project which the District has actually permitted as part of the plans for this 

project.  The SW 205th drainage improvement project is one that the District has been 

working on for a number of years and is finally moving forward with it. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

B. RELEASE AND VACATION OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT AREA FOR  

CECCARELLI RESIDENCE, SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FL 

 

District Director Hart said that the owner of the property located at 5450 SW 160th Avenue, 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33331 is requesting that SBDD vacate the Surface Water 

Management Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under OR Book 

21028, Pages 293-295, Broward County Records.  All properties in the SW Ranches are 

required to set aside 20% of their property at elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as 

a SWMA. 

 

The property owners, Raffaele Ceccarelli and Milagros K. Omonte, will dedicate a new 

SWMA over the property to comply with the 20% SWMA requirement.   

 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections. 

There are no financial impacts to this Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; 

all other costs will be incurred by the property owner. 

The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the Surface Water Management 

Area on the property located at 5450 SW 160th Avenue, Southwest Ranches, FL 33331, as 

described above.  This request is subject to the dedication of a new Surface Water 

Management Area in accordance with SBDD Criteria.      
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Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the Release and Vacation of SWMA for the 

Ceccarelli residence; subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with SBDD 

Criteria.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

Chair Hodges asked, if for the new area in question, does the volume equate to the previously 

dedicated area.  District Director Hart replied no.  He explained that the owners for this 

property had previously dedicated quite a bit more SWMA than required, and they also 

dedicated a drainage easement along the east property line and the south property line.  He 

said that the District is looking at this as they would any other property in SWR; and that the 

new area meets the 20% requirement.   

 

 The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

C. PARTIAL RELEASE AND VACATION OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT FOR 

CECCARELLI RESIDENCE, SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FL 

 

District Director Hart said that this item is in reference to the same property discussed above.  

He said that the owners of this property, as previously discussed, also dedicated Drainage 

Easements (DE) to the District and they are requesting that SBDD vacate a portion of 

Drainage Easements that were previously designated and recorded under OR Book 21028, 

Pages 290-292, Broward County Records.  The DE proposed to be vacated extends along the 

east 40 feet of the property and SBDD has determined that a DE in this location is no longer 

required.  The District will retain a 20’ DE along the south property line. 

 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections. 

There are no financial impacts to this Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; 

all other costs will be incurred by the property owner. 

The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in a portion of a Drainage Easement on 

the property located at 5450 SW 160th Avenue, Southwest Ranches, FL 33331, as described 

above.  

 

Commissioner Mersinger moved for approval for the Partial Release and Vacation of the 

Drainage Easement for the Ceccarelli residence as presented.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Minnaugh. 

 

Attorney Bell clarified that looking where this property is located, and seeing that this was 

approximately 20 something years ago, he suspects that there was a proposal or discussion 

about placing a canal along that eastern property line going north/south which has long since 

been abandoned, and that is probably why the 40’ DE was there. 

Commissioner Good suggested that, in the future, District Director Hart give the Board a more 

holistic way of looking at these for the purpose of demonstration, and for the Board to make a 

better decision and determination on these types of vacation requests. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 
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D. OTHER 

 

 Reminder of Seminar - District Director Hart reminded the Board that SBDD will be 

hosting a half-day seminar and program on “Eliminating Unnecessary Flooding on 

Commercial/Industrial Properties”.  This will take place on Thursday, May 14th, 2015 

and will run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  The program will also have a residential 

element on stormwater systems.  This is a joint program with Allstate Resource 

Management, Inc.  He said that there has been a good response and he feels that this will 

be a very beneficial program to educate property managers.  
  
05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT: 
 
 Attorney Bell commented that the legislative issues have been quiet. 
 
06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Minnaugh and it was carried unanimously. 

  

07.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

    

   Vice Chair Ryan commented that in his travels he crosses residents who comment on the 

maintenance of the lakes.  He has concerns that the amount of money in the budget for herbicides 

and grass carps may not be enough.  He wanted to know if there was a set schedule that the 

District goes by for performing preventative maintenance on the lakes?   

 

   District Director Hart stated that there is not a set schedule where each individual lake is identified 

for treatment; basically it’s performed on a basin-to-basin schedule through the entire District.  On 

average, the District will do maintenance on a quarterly basis on the lakes within the District.  The 

District’s primary focus is on their primary and secondary canals because those are the most 

critical facilities for the District.  When the District does perform treatments in the lakes, the 

attention is going to be on the conveyance of water; to make sure that the water can run from point 

A to point B.  The District focuses mainly on the locations where the outfall pipes are located.  

The District does not have the staff and the funding to do more than the quarterly treatments on 

community lakes.  The District tries not to deal in aesthetics because they don’t have the capacity 

to do it.  Many communities hire a private lake maintenance company that will supplement what 

the District does; and that works very well because they can make the determination as to the level 

of treatment and appearance of the lakes that is desired.   

 

   On occasion, the District has met with home owners, and they have made them aware that they are 

out there on a quarterly basis, and that their focus is on drainage and flood control, and making 

sure that the aquatic plants do not make their way down the system into the canals and up against 

the pump stations.  That is SBDD’s main concern.   

 

   Vice Chair Ryan asked if it would be safe to say that yes, these waterbodies are looked at 

quarterly, and based on the inspections, are maintained/treated accordingly as to not interfere with 

drainage.  District Director Hart said yes, and he reiterated that he would also add that the primary 

focus is making sure that the aquatic plants do not make their way down the system into the canals 

and up against the pump stations.   He said that for anything else, they may want to consider 

hiring a private lake maintenance company to treat the lakes as a supplement. 
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   Commissioner Goggin commented that since the City of Pembroke Pines has dropped some of its 

staff that was doing the main clean-up on the main throughways, has SBDD staff seen an increase 

in debris that they had to deal with.  Commissioner Santana-Woodall then asked how often does 

SBDD clean up the canal on University Drive.  District Director Hart said that the District spends 

a considerable amount of time at that canal; more than any other canal in the District, when it 

comes to debris/trash.  He said that it’s a problem for the District, and that it is cleaned on an as 

needed basis.  The weather is a determinate factor on when, where and how the District performs 

its daily/weekly maintenance work.  He said that they are in the University area at least once 

every two months, if not more, just with a trash crew.  He said that he has not heard of any other 

problems, or increases, or issues when it comes to debris/trash.  He said that the District works 

well with the Cities of Pembroke Pines and Miramar.   

 

   Commissioner Good commented that he noticed the fence that was placed at the Walmart Plaza 

area (along the C-1 canal) and it seemed to have been a great help in terms of debris from people 

throwing trash out of their cars.  He said it was a good idea and it looks good from the other side. 

 

   Commissioner Santana-Woodall asked District Director Hart if the District has a list of 

waterbodies that are not owned by the District.  District Director Hart replied that as far as 

ownership, no, but that he is working on that so that the District can determine lakes that the 

District owns, and lakes that are private, where the District has an easement.  

 

   Attorney Bell stated that the vast majority of lakes are owned by the District.  He said that often 

the HOA is responsible for maintenance.  Vice Chair Ryan agreed with Commissioner Santana-

Woodall and reiterated that he would like to know who owns what, and who is responsible for 

what.  He would like District Director Hart to put together a matrix on that. 

 

08. OTHER 

      

   Commissioner Santana-Woodall shared that the Divas have raised $6,134.65 for the American 

Cancer Society and they are still not finished with their fund raising for the year; and that the 

American Cancer Society - Relay for Life, raised approximately $140,000 this year.   

   

09. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
A. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 28th at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Adjournment at 8:50 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

  

                                                                             

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

/rim 
























































































































































