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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
MAY 31, 2018 

 
Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer  

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary                                      

Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

General Public: See Attached List 

Jack McCluskey, Commissioner 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

 

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner  

 

Absent: 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, Commissioner 

Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner McCluskey, and Commissioner Santana-Woodall 

present at the meeting; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None. 

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Santana-Woodall moved for approval of the minutes of the April 26, 2018, South Broward 

Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner McCluskey and it was carried 

unanimously. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT 

 

A. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF 40.74’ LAKE MAINTENANCE EASEMENT 

FOR CARD PROPERTY, PEMBROKE PINES, FL 

 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD received a request to release and vacate its interest in a 

40.74-foot Lake Maintenance Easement (LME) on property owned by Stephen M. and Kimberlyn 

F. Card, Pembroke Pines, Florida.  The LME was previously dedicated and retained when SBDD 

conveyed 4,349 square feet of surplus land to the property owner back in 2003 under OR Book 

36561, Page 1623, Broward County Records (B.C.R.).  Typically, SBDD only requires a 20-foot 

LME adjacent to the water’s edge. 

 

As part of this request the property owners, Stephen M. and Kimberlyn F. Card will dedicate a new 

20-foot LME along their south property line, and adjacent to the existing water’s edge. 

 

District Director Hart said that this was a unique development in the District.  He explained that 

when the property was originally developed, the LME was outside of the property; and that it was 
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within the lake track that was dedicated to SBDD; in addition, the lake was under dug, which created 

additional dry land between the edge of water and the lot; and in this case, a little over 40 feet.  He 

said the good news is that the HOA documents for Cinnamon Place II state that the HOA is 

responsible for the maintenance.  Back in 2003, the Cards requested through the District to acquire 

this 40’ strip of land; and at the time, the District agreed; and conveyed it back to the property owner 

through a quick claim deed; but in the deed, it also mentioned that SBDD would retain a lake 

maintenance easement over the same property.  SBDD conveyed 40 feet, and retained a LME over 

the entire strip of land.  He said that in retrospect, SBDD should have only retained a 20’ LME up 

against the water’s edge.  For many years this was really not an issue.   

 

The Cards are now looking to do an addition on the home, which will encroach into that 40’ strip of 

land, but well outside the 20’ LME which SBDD would typically require.  The proposal states that 

SBDD will vacate the 40’ LME that was retained back when SBDD conveyed the surplus land, and 

the Cards have already signed a document for a 20’ LME directly up against the water’s edge.   

 

Commissioner Goggin joined the meeting at 8:09 a.m. 

 

Under the Cinnamon Place II plat (Plat Book 125, Page 45, BCR), a 20-foot LME was also dedicated 

to the Honeywood’s Homeowners Association, Inc.; and that 20-foot LME has been vacated by the 

HOA. 

 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections.  There are no financial impacts to this 

Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs. 

 

The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in a 40.74’ Lake Maintenance Easement 

previously dedicated and retained under OR Book 36561, Page 1623, BCR, and as described in the 

Release and Vacation document; subject to the dedication of a new 20-foot Lake Maintenance 

Easement adjacent to the water’s edge. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan moved for approval of the Release & Vacation of the 40.74’ LME for the Card 

residence as submitted.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner McCluskey.   

 

Chair Hodges asked District Director Hart if the cross-section for the LME is per the District’s 20’ 

standards.  District Director Hart replied yes. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

B. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT AREA 

(SWMA) DESIGNATION AND 15’ DRAINAGE EASEMENT FOR RODRIGUEZ 

RESIDENCE 

 

District Director Hart stated that the owners of the property located at 5321 Hawkhurst Avenue, 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33331 requested that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management Area 

(SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under OR Book 33797, Pages 836-839, 

Broward County Records (B.C.R.) and the 15-foot Drainage Easement that was previously 

designated and recorded under OR Book 33797, Pages 840-842, B.C.R..  All properties in the SW 

Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage 

area) as a SWMA.  Properties in Ivanhoe Estates are required to set aside 12.5% of their property at 

elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA, due to the fact that the community has 

an on-site lake system that provides flood protection and surface water management area for the 

community. 
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The property owners, Juan Carlos and Alina Rodriguez will dedicate a new SWMA over their 

property to comply with the 12.5% SWMA requirement. 

 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections.  There are no financial impacts to this 

Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be incurred by the property 

owner. 

 

The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the Surface Water Management Area 

(SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under OR Book 33797, Pages 836-839, 

B.C.R. and the 15-foot Drainage Easement that was previously designated and recorded under OR 

Book 33797, Pages 840-842, B.C.R. This request is subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in 

accordance with SBDD Criteria. 

 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the Release & Vacation of the SWMA and 15’ 

Drainage Easement previously recorded on the Rodriguez residence as submitted.  Motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall. 

 

Commissioner Mersinger asked if this is a vacant property, and what was behind that property.  

District Director Hart replied yes, it is vacant and there are existing homes behind the property.  

Commissioner Mersinger also asked if this lot was going to drain onto someone else’s property, or 

is it just going downhill.  District Director Hart answered that they have their own drainage system 

within this residential community; and all the properties have their own on-site storage; and have 

connection capability to the master drainage system.   

 

Vice Chair Ryan wanted clarification on the equivalence of the SWMA, whether it is 12.5% or 20%.  

District Director Hart clarified that it is 20% except in certain communities to the east, because they 

have a common lake area that provides storage for all the properties; and they have calculated what 

the difference would be. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously.      

   
C. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF 60’ STORM WATER RUN-OFF RETENTION 

EASEMENT ON PROPOSED ALTMAN MIRAMAR PLAT, MIRAMAR, FL 

 

District Director Hart stated that South Broward Drainage District (SBDD) received a request to 

release and vacate its interest in an existing 60’ Storm Water Run-Off Drainage Easement 

(Easement) on property owned by Cleghorn Shoe Corporation.  The Easement was dedicated back 

in 2005 under OR Book 42092, Page 328, Broward County Records. 

 

He said that the Easement was previously dedicated to provide for storage of stormwater run-off 

from Miramar Parkway; and the Easement document states that the Easement would remain in place 

until such time as a permanent drainage outfall for Miramar Parkway and Red Road was constructed 

and a new drainage easement granted to the District.  The District agreed to promptly execute a 

termination of the Easement at the time the new easement was granted to the District. 

 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections. 

 

Currently, Miramar Parkway and Red Road have a positive drainage system with a permanent 

outfall through an existing Drainage Easement.  Furthermore, the proposed Altman at Miramar 

project is constructing an additional outfall connection at the west end of the project, and is 
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dedicating a new Drainage Easement to SBDD over this pipe. 

 

District Director Hart commented that what is currently in place is an existing roadside swale that 

is currently in place for Miramar Parkway and, also for Red Road.  There are drainage outfalls in 

place, and easements that are in place; so the drainage system for Miramar Parkway has been in 

place for quite some time.  He said that the property on the NW corner is now coming in for 

development permits; and the 60’ Easement is outside of the public right-of-way and was placed 

there before any drainage was in place.   

 

As part of the Altman at Miramar development, they are placing additional improvements along the 

roadway; and an outfall to the west, so the drainage system will improve; and they are going to 

dedicate easements over their on-site lake and mitigation area to the west of the development site; 

and SBDD has already received the additional easement from Miramar Parkway into the lake 

system.  Because of this, the 60’ Easement is no longer necessary for the drainage of the roadways.  

Staff has no objections to the release.  There are no financial impacts to this Agenda Item, other than 

SBDD administrative costs. 

 

District Director Hart said that the request is for SBDD approval to vacate and release its interest in 

a 60’ Storm Water Run-Off Drainage Easement that was previously recorded under OR Book 42092, 

Page 328, BCR, as described in the Release and Vacation document, subject to the dedication of a 

new Drainage Easement which has already been executed. 

 

Chair Hodges declared a potential conflict of interest; because the company that he works for is 

providing the sale of the property and therefore, he is indirectly linked with the company that is 

selling the property and requesting the vacation. 

 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the Release & Vacation of the 60’ storm water run-off 

retention easement on the proposed Altman Miramar Plat as submitted.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously.  

 

D. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ALLOW PAYMENTS TO SBDD BY CREDIT CARD & 

DEBIT CARD, AND TO INCREASE PERMIT FEES TO COVER PROCESSING COSTS 

 

District Director Hart said that this is something the District has been looking into for several years; 

and have been discussing in-house with its financial bookkeeper, permit staff, and banking officials.  

He feels this is important to offer this to our residents; and that in todays’ finance and payment 

world, more and more people are paying with debit cards; and less and less people have checking 

accounts, and don’t pay with cash.  We are moving towards online permitting; and when it is fully 

instituted, the District would like to do all their permitting, etc. online.  Most every other agency has 

already provided for the use of debit cards.   

 

Commissioner Mersinger suggested that while looking into this, the District Director consider 

looking into e-checks.  District Director Hart said that between now and then (October 1st), there are 

still some things that need to be done.  He said he wants to make sure that it’s done very carefully 

and seamlessly; so that the people that are going to be affected, especially staff, are comfortable 

with the way it will be done.  He said we will be working with our banks, who are going to train us, 

and Commissioner Goggin who has also offered his assistance.  He said that Commissioner Goggin 

has much experience from his time with the Hardware Store.   

 

On the permit fees, we will try to keep it as simple as we can.  He said that the service charges are 

based on a percentage of cost.  He said that on permit fees of $0 - $100 will be a flat fee, etc.  There 
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is a minimum fee that the bank charges.  District Director Hart commented that this a big benefit to 

our residents, and a convenience to them; and something the District would like to incorporate.   

 

Commissioner McClusky commented that he is in agreement as long as the District covers whatever 

the fee is with an escalation, where District Director Hart does not have to come back to the Board.   

 

Commissioner Santana-Woodall suggested that District Director Hart also look into Paypal, and 

Applepay.  She said that many of the younger generation use paypal, and don’t ever touch money 

to make payments. 

 

Attorney Bell interjected saying that the last page of the Agreement refers to a personal guarantee; 

and he commented that there is no personal guarantee on government agencies.   

 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval to allow payments to SBDD by credit card & debit card, 

and to increase permit fees to cover processing costs; conditioned upon that requirement, of a personal 

guarantee, being removed.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner McCluskey. 

 

Commissioner Goggin commented that he and District Director Hart had a conversation about the 

credit card procedures, and knowing what he’s learned from working at the hardware store, he will 

help implement some things for the District’s procedure so that they are not caught in the dark.  He 

said that there are tricky things that the credit card companies do in the processing fees.  He also 

mentioned about capturing signatures through the internet, storing information, being PCI compliant, 

etc.    

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously 

 

E. REQUEST TO PURCHASE NEW GRAPPLE TRUCK 

 

District Director Hart said that SBDD staff researched pricing for the purchase of a second grapple 

truck for the on-going maintenance of the District’s canals and waterways. 

 

The purchase of this equipment will allow SBDD the ability to continue to maintain its right-of-way 

and easement areas in an efficient, safe, and cost-effective manner.  The District’s existing grapple 

truck was purchased back in 2011 and has proven to be an irreplaceable piece of equipment for the 

District.  The District’s grapple truck is used to clear vegetation and debris from the District’s 

primary canals and in front of the trash racks at all of the District’s stormwater pump stations, which 

is a critical function in the efficient and on-going operations of these pump stations.  The grapple 

truck also removes bulk debris from waterways and drainage channels throughout the District.   

 

Before the grapple trucks, about four staff employees had to stand up on top of the trash rack with 

long rakes, physically pull the weeds up with the rake, hand-over-hand, throw it up onto the deck, 

wheel barrow it off, and come back later with the dump trailer.  It was back-breaking, labor intensive 

work.  Now, with the grapple truck it takes 2 staff employees about an hour to completely clear off 

the trash rack.  It has proven to be an invaluable piece of equipment. 

 

According to the District’s Operations & Maintenance Manager, Robert Franklin, the grapple truck 

is the single, most important, piece of equipment that the District owns.  Having a second grapple 

truck will provide the District with the ability to clear multiple trash racks and water bodies, 

simultaneously; and will also allow the District  to perform the necessary maintenance work on these 

heavy pieces of equipment while continuing to have one unit in service at all times.  This is 
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especially critical during Hurricane season when the District is most reliant on the use of its grapple 

truck.  

 

This is a request to purchase the following equipment: 

 

 2018 Freightliner M2-112 Chassis-Cab, Tandem Axle, Class 8, 58,000 LBS. GVWR (6x4) 

 Custom Stationary Body/Palfinger Epsilon L130 Grapple Loader, Rear-Mounted    

 19’ long Beau Roc MPHD non-dumping bed with 60” high sides and 3/8” HARDOX steel 

 

The lowest price available for the purchase of this equipment is through the State of Florida 

Department of Management Services Contract in the amount of $261,349.82.  The State of Florida 

Contract was awarded through a publically advertised, competitive bid process and therefore, the 

purchase of a grapple truck through this contract does not require SBDD to publically advertise for 

bids.  

 

District Director Hart gave the floor to Robert Franklin, Operations Manager, to discuss the changes 

that were added to the new grapple truck vs the previous grapple truck.  Mr. Franklin said they added 

outriggers and stabilizers for stability, thickened up the bed, placed more drainage ports, and an oil 

cooler for the hydraulic system, etc.   

 

Mr. Franklin said that the way the pump stations are set up, they want to keep the grapple truck as 

it is now, because for the past 5 years, staff has familiarized themselves with the truck, they are 

familiar with how it sets up, they know what it can and cannot do.  He opined that as Operations 

Manager it is the most significant and beneficial piece of equipment that the District has purchased.   

 

Commissioner Goggin added that the reach component, by placing it in the back, is a definite 

advantage, because sometimes they have such a long distance from the shore they need to stretch 

out far.  Mr. Franklin said that they have narrow lanes where they sometimes need to work through, 

and this grapple truck as it is now, works at all of their pump stations.    

 

The purchase of the new grapple truck will be funded through the SBDD Capital Improvement 

Account ($250,000) and the SBDD General Operating Account as part of the District’s 2017-2018 

budget under line item 1765 – Herbicides ($11,349.82). 

 

District Director Hart requested approval for the purchase of a new grapple truck consisting of a 

2018 Freightliner M2-112 Chassis-Cab, Tandem Axle, Class 8, 58,000 LBS. GVWR (6x4); a 

Custom Stationary Body/Palfinger Epsilon L130 Grapple Loader, Rear-Mounted; and a 19’ long 

Beau Roc MPHD non-dumping bed with 60” high sides and 3/8” HARDOX steel in the amount of 

$261,349.82 from Tampa Truck Centers, LLC.  Funding for this purchase will come from the SBDD 

Capital Improvement Account and SBDD General Operating Account as part of the 2017-2018 

Budget. 

 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval to purchase a new grapple truck as submitted.  Motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger. 

 

Commissioner Mersinger commented she will approve this item as long as it does not cost anyone 

their job. District Director Hart said this will just help the District to do what they currently do, and 

the District cannot afford to lose anyone on our staff.  Commissioner Mersinger also commented that 

before the sanctions go in on the aluminum and steel, if we are going to do it, now would be the best 

time to do it.   
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The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

F. OTHER 

 

 Hurricane Season Readiness – District Director Hart commented that he would not be 

surprised, if SBDD had record rainfall for the month of May.  He said hurricane season starts 

tomorrow, and the average rainfall in May for SBDD from 2010-2017 was 4.35”, and we are 

235% above that average for this year.  He said that when you average out all the rainfall that 

SBDD has experienced from May to October on any given year, we have already received 31% 

of the rainfall amount for the year.  District Director Hart said that SBDD has already pumped 

over 900 hours for this year.  

 

Following are improvements that are in process or have been completed:   

 

 District Director Hart said that the SBDD modified the Basin 8 Permit, to incorporate the 

operational use of all the gates along Griffin Road. 

 

 There is now a sluice gate at the S8 Pump Station.   

 

 SBDD modified the gate at Ivanhoe, which is now fully automated and can be opened 

remotely.   

 

 SBDD will be adding the automation to the three other gates along the C-11 Canal.  

District Director Hart commented that he hopes to get one more gate done this year.   

 

 Construction has begun on the canal from Dykes Road to the Ivanhoe Lake; and that it 

will be a huge improvement.   

 

 The Maintenance Building has been completed.   

 

 SBDD purchased two new gear drives, which are both in and operational.   

 

 SBDD rebuilt one motor at the S-7 pump station. 

 

 They just received approval for a second grapple truck.   

 

 District Director Hart said that SBDD installed two sluice gates at the S-4/S-5 Pump 

Station; and they are operational.  The only thing left at S-4/S-5 is to place the fencing. 

 

 They are continuing to work on their water level recorders.  A downstream recorder was 

added at the S-7, and there are now downstream recorders at all other pump stations; and 

they will replace other water level recorders as needed.   

 

 In addition, the District had done a follow-up after Irma to discuss other improvements 

that they think would be important moving forward.  A slip-liner was installed at 13th 

Street in Pembroke Pines.   

 

 There was revetment installed at the S-3 Pump Station, and it was completed.  

 

 SBDD also modified the S-7 Sluice gate; the S-1 Boat Ramp; and they purchased a new 

bucket for the grapple truck.   
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 SBDD purchased new generators for S-1 and S-7.   

 

 All repairs on S-8 have been completed and the Pump Station got a fresh coat of paint.   

 

 Finally, SBDD completed the on-going culvert inspections/cleaning.   

 

District Director Hart said they have had good coordination with HOAs on maintenance work, 

and identified blocked culverts which is the HOA’s responsibility on the tertiary system; and 

he had an in-house hurricane preparatory meeting with Staff.   

   

Commissioner McClusky asked if SBDD has been in touch with City of Pembroke Pines.  He 

said they have an Adhoc Hurricane Preparedness Committee.  District Director Hart replied 

no; but that he has been in touch with Steve Buckland, Assistant Director of Public Services 

Manager, and their Engineer; but on that specific committee, he has not.   

 

 Annual Maintenance Seminar - SBDD had their Annual Maintenance Seminar with AllState 

Resource Management, Inc. at the District Conference Room on May 30th.  It is a program to 

educate property managers and HOA groups on the importance of maintenance.  He said that 

over 50% of the flooding that we see when we go out to the properties, ties directly back to 

improper maintenance (blocked drains, catch basins, and outfalls that are blocked, etc.).   These 

are easy things to deal with, as long as you understand it.  He said there were about 15 people 

attending, and hopefully it will be beneficial to some of the HOAs and Property Managers.  

 

 Maintenance Building Dedication - District Director Hart said that the Maintenance 

Building Dedication will be June 29 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.     

 

05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT: 

 

 Attorney Bell reminded the Board members that this years’ deadline to register for election is from June 18th 

thru 22nd. 

 

06.   APPROVAL OF LEGAL BILLS      

  

 Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Mersinger and it was carried unanimously. 

 

07.   BOARD MEMBERS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner McCluskey asked if SBDD has any ethics training at this level.  Attorney Bell replied that 

SBDD is not required to do that.  Commissioner McCluskey asked District Director Hart if Karl Kennedy 

ever get in touch with him on the culvert at Pasadena Boulevard.  District Director Hart said yes, he brought 

it to Mr. Kennedy’s attention, they reached out to the homeowner, and he left it between Mr. Kennedy and 

the homeowners.  He said he will follow up. 

 

Commissioner Goggin said that months ago there was discussion about the Shopping Center at Taft Street, 

off of University Drive, where the Harbor Freight is located.  He said that the entrance to that Shopping 

Center is literally a canal, where you have to pass through to get into that property.  Whatever was done to 

the drainage on that property, the water is always standing there for weeks on end.  He said he does not know 

if SBDD reached out to the property owner, but there definitely needs to be something done on that.  There 
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is always an accident there.  Also, where the slip-lining was performed at 13th Street, there is a cover on the 

east side and west side for drainage into the lake, and then there is another cover that appears as if it goes into 

the drainage system, they are all full of mud, and coconuts, etc.  He said that he doesn’t know who is 

responsible for it, but there is one structure that is full of coconuts.  District Director Hart said that we will 

look into it. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan commented that the entire shopping center (Taft Street) has no drainage system.  

Commissioner McCluskey said that the City of Pembroke Pines is dealing with that whole center.  District 

Director Hart commented that back then, it wasn’t that uncommon that all of the drainage was done through 

underground trench.  The good news is that at least at the driveway entrance, there is an outfall and connection 

point that is very close.  The shopping center owners are not always receptive to SBDD’s appeal or offer of 

assistance.  He said that he will try to talk to the owners and appeal to them on a win-win, to come up with 

suggestions to improve their drainage.  Commissioner McCluskey suggested that District Director Hart talk 

to Karl Kennedy. 

 

08. MEETING DATE(S) 

 

A. NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018 AT 

8:00 A.M. 

 

Adjournment at 9:50 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

/rim 






















































































































