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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2013 
 
Present: 
 
Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson     Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer     Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary        General Public: See Attached List 
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner   
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner  
       
Absent: 
 
Thomas Good, Commissioner 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
01.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   Meeting called to order at 8:07 A.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
None. 

 
03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the May 30, 2013, South Broward Drainage District 
(SBDD) Board meeting minutes.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger and it was 
carried unanimously. 
 

04. DISTRICT DIRECTOR=S REPORT   
    

A. VACATION OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT AREA FOR EQUESTRIAN 
INVESTMENTS, LLC PROPERTY; SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FL 

 
District Director Hart stated that South Broward Drainage District (SBDD) received a request 
to vacate a portion of the Surface Water Management Area (SWMA) that was previously 
designated and recorded in the Broward County public records for the property located at 
18001 Stirling Road, Southwest Ranches, FL 33331.  Properties in the SW Ranches are 
required to set aside 20% of their property at elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a 
SWMA.  The reason for this request is that the SWMA currently in place on this property 
exceeds the 20% requirement. 
 
District Director Hart said that SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections.  
The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in a portion of the Surface Water 
Management Area on the property located at 18001 Stirling Road, Southwest Ranches, FL 
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33331, as a “Partial Release and Vacation of Surface Water Management Area Designation”.  
There are no financial impacts to this Agenda item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all 
other costs will be incurred by the property owner. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the vacation and release of the Surface Water 
Management Area for Equestrian Investments, LLC property as submitted.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously. 

 
B. VACATION OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT AREA FOR GG 

PROPERTY HOLDINGS, LLC PROPERTY, SOUTHWEST RANCHES, FL 
 

District Director Hart stated that the owner of the property located at 5500 SW 195th Terrace, 
Southwest Ranches, FL 33332 is requesting that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management 
Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded in the Broward County public 
records.  Properties in the SW Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at 
elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA.  The property owner, GG Property 
Holdings, LLC, will dedicate a new SWMA over the property to comply with the 20% 
SWMA requirement.  SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections.   
 
The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the SWMA on the property 
located at 5500 SW 195th Terrace, Southwest Ranches, FL 33332.  This request is subject to 
the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with SBDD Criteria. There are no financial 
impacts to this Agenda item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be 
incurred by the property owner. 

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the vacation and release of the SWMA for GG 
Property Holdings, LLC property subject to the dedication of a new SWMA.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

 
C. RESOLUTION 2013-05 – SBDD SUPPORT OF C-51 RESERVOIR PROJECT AND 

CREATION OF THE C-51 GOVERNANCE AND FINANCE WORK GROUP 
 

District Director Hart stated that Proposed Resolution 2013-05 is a statement of support by 
South Broward Drainage District for the C-51 Reservoir project as a regional alternative water 
supply initiative and the creation of a regional C-51 Governance and Finance Work Group to 
develop governance and finance strategies for the Phase 1 implementation of the proposed C-
51 Reservoir project.   
 
District Director Hart said that this Resolution is being brought forth at the request of the 
Board at the last Board meeting as a response to Commissioner Mersinger’s appointment to 
the C-51 Governance and Finance Work Group by the Broward County Surface Water 
Coordination Committee as its appointee to that Work Group.  The District strongly supports 
water resources initiatives including conservation and water quality as reflected by Broward 
County’s recognition of SBDD as an Emerald award winner for the District’s efforts in water 
quality.  He said that although the initiatives are more directed to water supply than flood 
control, it is still consistent with the District’s goals and initiatives and the water resources 
efforts that the District is involved in both locally and regionally.  District Director Hart said 
that with the appointment of Commissioner Mersinger to the C-51 Work Group he felt that it 
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was appropriate that the Board would consider a Resolution in support of the C-51 project and 
the Work Group that has been established. 
 
Commissioner Mersinger moved for approval of Resolution 2013-05 – SBDD’s Support of the 
C-51 Reservoir Project and Creation of the C-51 Governance and Finance Work Group.  
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 
 

D. PURCHASE OF NEW VEHICLES 
 

District Director Hart said that SBDD staff has researched pricing for the purchase of two new 
vehicles to replace two existing, aging vehicles.  He said that the District needs to replace a 
2003 Ford Escape SUV and a 2005 Ford Escape SUV.  Both vehicles have exceeded their 
useful life span for use by District staff. 
 
This is a request to purchase two new 2013 Ford F-150 XL 4x4 trucks with extended cabs and 
tow package. The lowest price available for the purchase of a new Ford F-150 XL 4x4 truck is 
through the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract in the amount of $21,429.00.  The Florida 
Sheriff’s Association Contract was awarded through a publically advertised, competitive bid 
process and therefore, the purchase of a vehicle through this contract does not require SBDD 
to publically advertise for bids. 
 
SBDD has researched other pricing options for a comparable light duty truck, and determined 
that the pricing through the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract is the most economical 
option.  Informal pricing obtained from other local car/truck dealers ranged in price from 
$22,864.60 to $23,351.00. 
 
District Director Hart requested approval for the District to purchase two 2013 Ford F-150 XL 
4x4 trucks from Duval Ford Fleet Sales under the Florida Sheriff’s Association Contract in the 
amount of $42,858.00.  The vehicles will be outfitted with additional options including LED 
safety warning lights, toolbox, spray on bed liner, and power windows & locks.  The total cost 
for both vehicles will be $47,924.00.   
 
Upon acquisition of the new vehicles, SBDD will utilize the on-line public auction site, Public 
Surplus, to sell the two Ford Escapes, which will become obsolete and whose continued use 
will serve no useful function to the District.  These two vehicles will be sold “as is” to the 
highest responsible bidder. 
 
The purchase of two new vehicles will be funded through the General Operating Account as 
part of the District’s 2012-2013 budget.   It is estimated that the sale of the District’s surplus 
vehicles will generate approximately $3,000.  
 
Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the purchase of two new vehicles to replace two 
existing vehicles as submitted.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall. 

 
In discussion, Chair Hodges asked if there was a reason behind the switch between the SUV 
and the 4x4 truck?  District Director Hart replied yes, that one truck will be used in the field 
and the other will be for use by one of SBDD’s inspectors.  He said that the Ford Escape 
Hybrid has been discontinued and is no longer available.  
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Commissioner Goggin stated that some of the trucks are flex-fuel.  District Director Hart 
agreed and said that the two trucks being purchased are flex-fuel and are the highest fuel-
efficient model that the District was able to obtain for this particular use.  Commissioner 
Goggin commented that this could be the future look.  He said that many municipalities, on the 
newer vehicles, are now able to go to a new approved propane conversion vehicles; and that is 
something that the District can look into for the future; because propane is much more efficient 
and is readily available.  Chair Hodges agreed.  District Director Hart replied that the District 
will look into this for future vehicles.   The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 
E. AUTHORIZATION FOR DISTRICT DIRECTOR TO OPEN 12-MONTH 

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT (CD) ACCOUNT WITH BROWARD BANK OF 
COMMERCE 

 
District Director Hart stated that this item is a follow-up to approval by the Board at last 
month’s Board meeting to reinvest funds that are coming available through the maturation of 
CDs.  In accordance with the Board’s directive, SBDD is proposing to replace the 12-month 
CD that matured on 6/19/13 with a new 12-month CD in the amount of $247,500 from 
Broward Bank of Commerce.   
 
Broward Bank of Commerce is a qualified public depository as required under SBDD’s 
Investment Policy.  The interest rate for the new CD will be 0.56%, which is the highest rate 
SBDD was able to obtain. 
 
This is to request approval to provide authorization for the District Director, Kevin Hart, to 
open an account with Broward Bank of Commerce for a 12-month CD in the amount of 
$247,500, and to establish the District Director, Kevin Hart, as an authorized signatory for 
SBDD on this account. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the Authorization for SBDD to open a 12-
month Certificate of Deposit (CD) Account with Broward Bank of Commerce as requested.  
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously 

 
F. DISCUSSION AND/OR ACTION REGARDING SENATE BILL 50 AND 

ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC MEETING PARTICIPATION 
 

District Director Hart stated that this Bill was passed in the 2013 legislative session and 
requires members of the public be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a proposition 
before a Board or Commission of a local government.  He said that 99% of everything 
contained within Senate Bill 50, SBDD already follows.   
 
Attorney Bell said that this is a decision making process.  He said that because there is nothing 
in the state statute which requires the Board to recognize someone who wishes to speak, they 
want a written procedure in place.  It states that if a rule is adopted, it would have to provide 
guidelines for how an individual can address the Board.  It should also provide provisions to 
allow a representative of a group or faction to address the Board where a large number of 
individuals wish to speak on a proposition; procedures for an individual to address the Board; 
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and a designation on a specified period of time for public comment.   
 
District Director Hart suggested that staff could prepare a proposed resolution outlining the 
procedures, and that the District would follow the procedures that are currently in place.  The 
District has until October 1st, 2013 to implement this change.  He said that staff could have a 
draft for the Board to review and adopt well before October 1st.  Commissioner Mersinger 
suggested that the written procedure be very simple.   
 
Attorney Bell also commented that he attended a seminar that strongly recommended that any 
SBDD related e-mail for Board members be kept separate from their personal e-mail account, 
because when they are comingled they are subject to Florida’s Public Record laws.  After 
further discussion, it was decided that future communications with Board members should be 
done through their SBDD e-mail accounts.  Unless requested otherwise.   
 
District Director Hart asked for direction by the Board on preparing a Resolution on the Rules 
and Procedures for meetings, and to bring it back to the Board before September.  Chair 
Hodges directed District Director Hart to proceed in accordance with the discussion by the 
Board.  

 
G. OTHER 

 
 Florida Association of Special Districts (FASD) – District Director Hart said that he 

attended the FASD Annual Conference earlier this month and sat on a panel related to 
Safety and Risk Management; and that it was well received.  He was able to demonstrate 
an example of “Innovation in the Workplace” with the District’s grapple truck and 
discussed how the District has been able to reduce the amount of stressful work on 
employees and make their operations more efficient when it comes to canal cleaning, etc.  
Overall it was a very good conference.     

 
 Follow-up on Improvements within SBDD’s Conference Room and Administrative Area - 

District Director Hart said the District is prepared to move forward with the CIP 
improvements for the Board Room discussed at last month’s Board meeting.  He 
recommends that rather than doing it as a turn-key project, that the District move forward 
in a similar way as with the S-7 sluice gate project, where the District orders the 
equipment and then has it installed.  He said that it can be done for less money in this 
manner.  The improvements will be done in phases; and upon completion he will bring it 
before the Board with a final summary.   

 
 Establishing a Time for Public Hearing for Draft Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 -

District Director Hart asked the Board to establish a time for the public hearing for the 
Draft 2013/2014 Fiscal Year Budget Meeting.  He said that a Public Hearing on the Final 
Adoption of the SBDD Facilities Report and Water Control Plan will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
on July 25, 2013.  District Director Hart suggested that the District could hold a second 
public hearing for the Draft Budget at 8:45 a.m.  The Board members all concurred. 

 
05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  

 
 None. 
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06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Minnaugh and it was carried unanimously.   
 
07.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
 
  Commissioner Mersinger commented that she read an article in the newspaper where it appears that 

the Governor signed a bill on wetlands, which to her understanding says that you can now build on 
wetlands with road improvements or other improvements, and that there is no protection for the 
wetlands.   

 
  District Director Hart replied that he would be interested in reading that article.  He said that as far as 

he is aware, wetlands are still regulated by the Federal Government and the Army Corp. of Engineers 
and that the State also regulates wetlands.  He said that he has heard of no pending changes to the 
rules that would allow anyone to fill a wetland without getting a permit and performing mitigation.   

   
08. MEETING DATES 

 
A. Public Hearing for Approval of Final Adoption of the SBDD Facilities Report and Water 

Control Plan will be held on Thursday, July 25th at 8:30 a.m.  
B. Public Hearing for Draft Budget Meeting for the SBDD 2013/2014 Fiscal Year Budget has been 

rescheduled for Thursday, July 25th at 8:45 a.m.  
C. Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 29th at 8:00 a.m. 
D. Joint Workshop/Public Hearing regarding the SBDD 2013/2014 Fiscal Year Budget will be held 

on Thursday, September 12TH at 7:00 p.m.  
E. Final Budget Hearing for the SBDD 2013/2014 Fiscal Year Budget will be held on Thursday, 

September 26th at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Adjournment at 8:55 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 
                                                                             
Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 
South Broward Drainage District 

 
/rim 
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