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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
JULY 26, 2018 

 
Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer  

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary                                      

Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel  

General Public: See Attached List 

Jack McCluskey, Commissioner  

 

 

Absent: 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, Commissioner 

Minnaugh, Commissioner McCluskey, and Commissioner Goggin present at the meeting; followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None. 

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the June 28, 2018, South Broward Drainage 

District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner McCluskey and it was carried 

unanimously. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT 

 

A. SELECTION OF ACCOUNTING FIRM TO PROVIDE ANNUAL FINANCIAL AUDITING 

SERVICES 

 

District Director Hart noted that SBDD advertised for Request for Proposals (RFP) for Annual 

Financial Auditing Services.  The District received five (5) submittal packages in response to the 

RFP. 

 

In accordance with SBDD Resolution No. 2012-07 (and State Statutes), the SBDD Audit Committee 

held a series of committee meetings to establish criteria for the  evaluation of the RFP submittals 

and to rank the top three rated firms.  The evaluation criteria included both technical qualifications 

and compensation, where compensation was not the sole or predominant factor in the evaluation 

criteria. 

 

The SBDD Audit Committee ranked the top three firms as follows: 
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1. Lerro & Chandross PLLC 

2. Keefe, McCullough & Co. 

3. Grau & Associates 

District Director Hart commented that the compensation envelopes were only opened for the top 

three firms. Once the Committee agreed on the final ranks/scores they agreed to only open the top 

three envelopes.  The Committee also decided that there was no need to interview the firms. The 

final rankings were based on the review of the submittal packages.   

 

Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion to accept the rankings of the audit committee and to select 

Lerro & Chandross PLLC to provide annual financial auditing services for SBDD.  Motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Goggin. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan expressed his thanks to the Audit Committee for doing an excellent job.  

 

Commissioner Goggin commented that he appreciates all the work that went into the decision on 

the rankings.   

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously.  Accountant Barry Fink, who was in 

attendance, thanked the Board.   

 

District Director Hart thanked Accountant Fink for all the work he’s done for the District over the 

years, and stated that the contract will be presented to the Board at the next meeting.  He explained 

that the contract will be for 3-years with provisions for an additional 2 years; for a total of five years.  

After five years, SBDD will re-advertise for RFPs. 

  

B. 8:15 A.M. – PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE TENTATIVE BUDGET AND 

ASSESSMENTS OF SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2018/2019 (SEE SEPARATE AGENDA) 

 

Chair Hodges suspended the regular meeting and opened the public hearing on the proposed budget. 

 

Chair Hodges presented the following: 

 

The name of the taxing District is South Broward Drainage District.   

 

The Proposed Budget for fiscal year 2018/2019 is attached as Exhibit AA@ to the District 

Resolution No. 2018-03. 

 

The Proposed Taxes and Assessment Rates for fiscal year 2018-2019 are attached as Exhibit AB@ 
to District Resolution No. 2018-03. 

 

Chair Hodges asked the Board if there were any questions or comments regarding the tentative taxes 

and assessment rates for fiscal year 2018/2019. 

   

District Director Hart then presented the proposed budget for fiscal year 2018/2019.  He indicated 

that the total proposed budget for next fiscal year is $3,805,932.61 which represents a 0.35% 

increase from the previous year.  There are no proposed increases to the District’s annual assessment 

rates. 

 

The current assessment rates are as follows: 
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Property Designation Current Rate  

Single-Family Home $35.00  

Vacant $27.10   

Multi-Family $24.30   

Residential Condo $24.30  

Commercial Indstr. $72.30   

Mobile Home $24.30  

 

District Director Hart stated that the projected revenues have been adjusted based on revenues from 

the previous five years, and projected income for FY 2018/2019.  The current level of District 

operations, maintenance, and repairs is projected to remain at or above the current level.   

 

Budgeted expenses for fiscal year 2018/2019 are projected to remain consistent with the current fiscal 

year with the following exceptions: 

 

 “Salaries/Wages” have been increased slightly to account for a cost of living increase and merit 

raises. 

 “Accounting Fees” have been reduced slightly based on projected costs for 2018-2109.   

 “Commercial Property Pkg” and “General/Excess Liability” Insurance expenses have been 

increased to account for the new maintenance garage building and new equipment purchases. 

 “Workers Compensation” Insurance costs has been increased to account for an expected rate 

increase to the District’s Workers Comp insurance premium. 

 “Advertising” expenses have been lowered based on historical costs. 

 “FPL” expenses have been increased slightly based on new accounts for two new sluice gates. 

 “Office Supplies and Postage” expenses have been increased slightly based on anticipated costs. 

 “Water/Sewer” expenses have been increased slightly based on anticipated costs. 

 “Building & Grounds” has been decreased by $72,000 due to the fact that last year’s budget 

included funding in this line item for the garage expansion project. 

 Repairs & Maintenance for “Equipment/Vehicles/Boats” has been increased by $5,000, based 

on anticipated expenses for FY 2018-2019. 

 “Sanitation” has been increased by $3,000 to account for higher costs for the disposal of trash 

and debris at the county landfill and increased needs by the District.  

 “Culvert Inspections and Cleaning” has been reduced by $10,000, based on projected costs for 

FY 2018-2019. 

 “Culvert Repairs” has been increased by $10,000, based on projected costs for FY 2018-2019. 

 “Herbicides/Aquatic Plant Management” costs have been reduced by $10,000, based on 

historical costs and anticipated expenses for FY 2018-2019. 

 “Triploid Carp/Fish Guards/Maintenance” costs have been increased by $15,000, based on 

anticipated expenses for FY 2018-2019. 

 “Meetings, Seminars, Tolls, Travel, Education & Employee Development” has been increased 

by $500, based on projected costs for FY 2018-2019. 

 “Equipment Purchases, Replacement & Upgrades” has been increased by $10,000, based on 

projected costs for FY 2018-2019. 

 

Approval of Resolution No. 2018-03 will establish the tentative budget and assessment rates for the 
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2018/2019 fiscal year.  

 

In discussion, Vice Chair Ryan said that on Herbicides, people have been complaining about getting 

the weeds under control.  He suggested that if we bump up the amount on the Herbicides, then 

perhaps we can reduce the complaints.   

 

He also asked about the increase in the grass carp fish.  District Director Hart explained that the 

increase is not on the price of the fish, but on the frequency and number of fish that are placed in 

water bodies.  He said that Robert Franklin, Operations & Maintenance Manager, suggested that the 

District incorporate more grass carp fish across the District.  It is a very effective method for different 

types of aquatic plants, and he has been introducing it into the waterbodies.  He said that the residents 

seem to like it as well.  In addition to the spraying/treatments the District does, to be able to say that 

we are introducing some additional grass carp into the lakes, the residents seem to appreciate it.  

 

Chair Hodges added that a lot of the issues with the lakes is because of all the pumping the District 

had to do in May.  He said that it limits how much SBDD can treat, because you have to keep the 

gates closed before you can spray for 48 hours; and that got SBDD behind on their 

spraying/treatments, and it’s been difficult to catch up; because of all the rainfall we had in May.  

 

Commissioner Goggin asked District Director Hart if the staff is able to keep a percentage of the 

fish that are being introduced in the water to do their job.  District Director Hart said that he relies 

on Mr. Franklin and Field staff observations.  Where they introduce the grass carp they are seeing a 

reduction.  He said the carp have a 7 year life span.  They will introduce them where there are plants 

that the carp are going to eat.  He said there are different types of plants and aquatic vegetation that 

they will not eat.  He said the recommendation was to increase the volume, or number of carp, 

because they are seeing benefits in the lake systems.  

 

Commissioner Goggin commented that he saw that there is a line item for structures that SBDD is 

utilizing to keep the grass carp located in their proper area, so that as we pump water, they are not 

being lost in an area that has no vegetation that they will eat.  Chair Hodges added that we need to 

keep them away from the wetland areas. 

 

Chair Hodges opened the public hearing.  There were no comments from the public. 

 

Chair Hodges closed public discussion. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2018-03 as presented; which approves 

the tentative budget and assessment rates for fiscal year 2018/19.  Motion was seconded by 

Commissioner McCluskey, and it was carried unanimously.   

 

The Public Hearing was adjourned and the Regular SBDD Board Meeting was reconvened.  

 

C. OTHER 

 

 Update to Facility Report – District Director Hart stated that the District’s Facility Report is 

due for an update, but that he does not believe that the Facility Report will require a full blown 

update like we did 5 years ago.  He said that he is pretty confident that based on the District’s 

current level of service, capital improvement plan, etc., there will be no need to acquire any 

additional properties, or perform any assessments, or anything of that nature, to meet the 

District’s adopted level of service.  He said if that were the case, then SBDD can perform a 

simplified approval of the Facility Report.  That is the approach he is looking to take.  He said 
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that what he would like to do is review the goals and objectives that the District set in the last 

update.  He said that there are very few goals and objectives that the District has not achieved.   

 

With the update that the County is doing on the flood maps, SBDD will wait for those results 

to compare with the District’s data; and then make a decision as to whether or not there will be 

a need to do any updates to SBDD’s stormwater models.     

 

 Final Budge Hearing Schedule -  Final Budget Hearing will be scheduled for September 12, 

2018 at 8:15 a.m.  

 

05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT: 

 

 Attorney Bell congratulated Commissioner Goggin for winning the re-election. 

 

06.   APPROVAL OF LEGAL BILLS      

  

 Commissioner McCluskey moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

 

07.   BOARD MEMBERS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 

Vice Chair Ryan asked if FEMA has reimbursed anything to SBDD.  District Director Hart replied no, they 

have not.  He said that FEMA has been actively reviewing all the paperwork that was sent to them (by SBDD), 

and they came back to us for clarification, and additional information, etc.  That is a positive step in that the 

documents are being reviewed.  He said that SBDD did receive money from the state (NRCS); and will be 

receiving additional funding from NRCS; which is very good.  SBDD will be signing a new agreement with 

NRCS to do additional tree removal work.  

 

District Director Hart also commented that he submitted two grant applications to Broward County under 

their Hazardous Mitigation Grant Program.  This will be going up to the state next week, and it will be a 

couple of months before they start reviewing the applications.  He said he believes it that the submittals will 

be ranked by tiers.  Tier 1, which will be the highest ranked application, and then Tier II, and Tier III.  He 

will keep the Board updated. 

 

Commissioner McCluskey asked District Director Hart what is total anticipated number for FEMA.  District 

Director Hart replied he believes that it’s somewhere around $280,000.    

 

Vice Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart that on the Emergency Fund there was approximately $650,000 

for storm repair; and asked for clarification on what FEMA is reimbursing SBDD.  District Director Hart 

replied it will be approximately $280,000; he said he will provide an actual accounting for the next board 

meeting.  He said SBDD did not spend the total amount that was originally allocated by the Board.  The 

difference has been transferred back to the Emergency Account, and the money that we received from NRCS 

has been transferred back into the Emergency Account as well.  Whatever the difference is after that, is what 

we hope to get reimbursed from FEMA. 

 

08. MEETING DATE(S) 

 

A. NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2018 AT 

8:00 A.M. 
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Adjournment at 8:40 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

/rim 















































































































































DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

August 10, 2018

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from July 17, 2018
through August 9, 2018:

1. Coordination regarding Budget for 2018/19; Use Code Update:

Attorney's Fees:    5 hrs. 15 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 1,312.50

2. Coordination regarding Background Checks for New Employees:

Costs: WTC - Background Checks: = $ 94.70

3. Coordination regarding Amended Budget for 2017/2018:

Attorney's Fees:       30 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 125.00

4. Coordination regarding Accountant/Auditor Contract; review
Contract and Resolution:

Attorney's Fees:    3 hrs. 10 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 791.67

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 2,323.87


