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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING AND PUBLIC WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2012 

 
 
Present: 
 
Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson   Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer     Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary       General Public: See Attached List 
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner  
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner   
Thomas Good, Commissioner 
   
Absent:    
         
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
01.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   Meeting called to order at 7:04 P.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
02.   PUBLIC WORKSHOP REGARDING THE SBDD 2012/2013 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 
 

DISTRICT CHAIRPERSON PRESENTS: 
 
 (A)  The name of the taxing District is South Broward Drainage District.   
 
 DISTRICT DIRECTOR PRESENTS THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2012-2013: 
 
 District Director Hart said that the proposed budget for fiscal year 2012/2013 is at 

$3,522,628.00. This is an approximate 7.4% increase from the previous fiscal year.  This 
increase is attributed to the revenue associated with improvements for the B3 Drainage 
Basin which is related to the Agreement that SBDD entered into with Duke Realty.  A total 
contribution of $357,531.00 for the B3 improvements was received as revenue in the current 
fiscal year.  It was obtained and booked this fiscal year, but has not been spent; therefore, 
this amount will be carried over into next year’s budget under line item #1408.   

 
 District Director Hart said that proposed budget shows a slight decrease in tax revenue for 

next year.  He said total revenues for the District are down slightly from the previous year 
by a little over 4%.  He is not recommending any changes to the current assessment rates. 

 
 He mentioned that since the first budget hearing in July he has made some minor 

adjustments to the proposed budget based on the comments by the Board. 
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 COMMISSIONERS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS TO THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013: 
 
 None. 
 

  PUBLIC DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS RE: PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2012-2013: 

 
  None. 
 
  DISTRICT CHAIRPERSON CLOSES PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
 
03. ADDITIONAL BOARD MEMBERS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 
 Chair Hodges announced that the Final Budget Hearing for Fiscal year 2012/2013 will be held 

at the District’s conference room at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 27, 2012. 
 
 District Director Hart indicated that the proposed assessment rate will be approved under 

Resolution 2012-13 at the September 27, 2012 meeting and all of the assessment rates are 
essentially the same as the previous fiscal year. 

 
 Vice Chair Ryan asked what District Director Hart meant by “essentially”.  District Director 

Hart explained that he and Attorney Bell reviewed each individual property and that there are 
some additional exemptions and changes to property designations, but the actual assessment 
rates have not changed at all.  Attorney Bell clarified that the base rate for vacant property, 
improved property, industrial property, etc. stays the same and that some properties were 
moved from one category to another.  On the properties that were moved, the assessment 
amount for those properties will change. 

 
 Commissioner Mersinger commented that although the categories have changed, the 

assessment rates stay the same.  Attorney Bell agreed.   
 
 PUBLIC WORKSHOP ADJOURNED AT 7:11 P.M.  
   
04. CONTINUE SPECIAL MEETING AND OTHER BUSINESS. 
 
 Commissioner Mersinger asked about the rainfall.  District Director Hart said that it’s been 

raining off and on since the end of tropical storm Isaac.  He said that he is reviewing some of 
the specific sites where there are issues, and that overall the District is doing well.  SBDD is 
continuing to pump as needed and the system is working very well.   

 
 Chair Hodges asked District Director Hart if this rainfall is following a typical pattern, or is this 

an abnormal pattern.  District Director Hart replied that there are some things that he is noticing 
that are different.  He said he’s seeing very intense, short duration storms that are popping up 
every couple of days, and as a result, in certain areas the system can’t handle the volume and 
intensity of the storm, but once it has passed through, everything settles down and the water 
recedes quickly.   
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 Commissioner Goggin commented on the timing of the removal of the B3 Pump Station.  

District Director Hart said that there are two culverts at that location, and starting next week the 
District will be upsizing one of the culverts and replacing the other.  He said that this will be an 
improvement for that area.  There have been no complaints.  

 
05.   MEETING DATE:  
 

A. NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 27Tth AT 8:00 A.M. WITH A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE FINAL 
ADOPTION OF THE 2012/2013 BUDGET AT 9:00 A.M. 

 
Adjournment at 7:20 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
                                                                             
Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 
South Broward Drainage District 
 
 
/rim 
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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 30, 2012 
 
 
Present: 
 
Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson  Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer  Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner    General Public: See Attached List 
Thomas Good, Commissioner   
             
Absent:  
 
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary    
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
01.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   Meeting called to order at 8:08 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
 None. 
 
03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the July 26, 2012, South 
Broward Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Mersinger and was carried unanimously. 
 

04.   DIRECTOR=S REPORT 
   

A. RESOLUTION 2012-09 – AUTHORIZING DISTRICT TO ENTER INTO 
AGREEMENTS REQUIRED FOR VARIANCE APPROVALS (TABLED 
FROM JULY MEETING) 

 
This item was discussed at the previous Board meeting and was tabled with a request 
by the Board to add language to the Agreements that would require certain 
improvements to be removed by the property owners prior to transferring ownership of 
the property.   
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Previously, District Director Hart had indicated that the proposed Resolution included 
two standard Agreements: (1) an Agreement for a variance approval for improvements 
on a property owner’s property only; and (2) an Agreement for a variance approval of 
improvements on a property owner’s property and on adjacent lake/water body 
property, as attached to the Resolution as Exhibits “1” and “2”.  Both Agreements 
have been reviewed by the District Attorney. 
 
District Director Hart had previously indicated that approval of a variance is 
contingent upon the property owner entering into an Indemnification and Hold 
Harmless Agreement with the District.  He said that the above noted agreements 
would cover this requirement.  Approval of this Resolution will save the property 
owners the expense of attorney’s fees and costs for preparing the separate agreement 
and resolution.  Any improvements which are not covered by the Resolution (or if the 
property owners request modifications to the applicable Agreement) will still need to 
have a separate agreement approved by a separate resolution at a subsequent meeting.  
 
District Director Hart stated that a clause had been added to the Agreements whereby 
the Board could determine as part of the variance approval process, what, if any, 
improvements would be required to be removed prior to transfer of ownership.  This 
clause was left open to where those improvements required to be removed prior to 
transfer of ownership could be noted in the Agreement, and if there were no 
improvements to be removed, it would be noted in the Agreement as “none”.    

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2012-09 – Authorizing 
the District to enter into agreements required for variance approvals.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Mersinger. 
 
In discussion, Commissioner Good commented that in reading the Agreement it 
seems that this would automatically take effect.  He asked if this Agreement would be 
the one that takes effect, or if there was another document that gets executed if the 
variance is of a permanent nature.  District Director Hart replied that it would be this 
Agreement that would take effect, and that under article 15 there is flexibility to add 
what, if any improvements, would need to be removed. 
 
Commissioner Good commented that the language makes reference to the subsequent 
property owner (the buyer of the property) needing to remove the item in question.  
He asked if there was an agreement, in the sale of a property, where the buyer is 
required to remove certain items, as part of purchasing the property.  Commissioner 
Minnaugh clarified that if the buyer knows about such improvements, it can be done; 
but if a title update is executed and the results show that the Agreement has been 
recorded against the property, it will be noted as a violation to the property, and 
therefore, would be handled before the closing.   
 
Commissioner Minnaugh asked Attorney Bell, about a situation with joint ownership 
between a husband and wife, and one of them passes; does the surviving spouse have 
to remove the item?  Attorney Bell replied, “only if it’s a complete transfer”.  
Commissioner Minnaugh also inquired, “what if it’s placed into a trust, but it’s their 
own trust, would the owners in trust have to remove the items, or is that considered 
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part of the family?  Attorney Bell replied that it could be interpreted either way.  She 
also asked what if the previous owner’s children want to place it in their trust?  
Attorney Bell said that at that point, the children would have to remove said item(s).  
 
Further discussion ensued and the question was called, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

 
B. AWARD CONTRACTS 

 
1. TREE REMOVAL & TRIMMING IN SOUTHWEST RANCHES –  District Director 

Hart said that an advertisement for bids was placed for the Tree Removal and 
Trimming at sixteen (16) locations within the Town of SWR.  Nine bids were 
received, ranging in price from $7,990.00 to $93,150.00.   Each bidder was 
required to visit each job site location with a SBDD representative as a pre-
requisite to submitting a bid.  The lowest bid received was submitted by Pan 
American Landscaping, LLC in the amount of $7,990.00.  This company has done 
this same type of work for SBDD before and SBDD has been satisfied with their 
work.  This project will be funded out of the General Operating Fund. 
 
District Director Hart requested Board approval for the contract award of the Tree 
Removal and Trimming Project in the Town of SWR to Pan American 
Landscaping, LLC for the lump sum of $7,990.00 as the lowest, responsive, 
responsible bidder. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the Tree Removal & 
Trimming in the Town of SWR Project to Pan American Landscaping, LLC for the 
lump sum of $7,990.00.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger and 
carried unanimously.   
 

2. STORMWATER CULVERT CLEANING IN THE CITY OF MIRAMAR AND 
PEMBROKE PINES - District Director Hart said this project is to perform culvert 
cleaning at twelve (12) locations within the SBDD boundaries.  There were four 
(4) bids ranging from $41,835.00 to $64,650.00.  Each bidder was required to visit 
each job site location with a SBDD representative as a pre-requisite to submitting a 
bid.  The bid documents do allow the District to award this contract on a split 
basis, and because of the varying prices that the District received for each of the 12 
locations, District Director Hart recommends that this contract be awarded on a 
split basis because of the savings to the District.      

 
 The lowest bid for each of the 12 sites varies among all four bids.  Therefore, it is 

recommended that the bid be awarded on a split basis as follows: 
 

1. Seamar Divers, LLC in  the amount of $9,000 as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder for Site Nos. 1, 3, 5, 6, & 7. 
 

2. Proline Vactor Services, Inc. in the amount of $11,535 as the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder for Site Nos. 2, 9, 10, & 11. 
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3. A-1 Pipe Cleaning in the amount of $14,350 as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder for Site Nos. 4 & 12. 

 
4. Industrial Divers Corp in the amount of $2,900 as the lowest responsive, 

responsible bidder for Site No. 8. 

The total of all four contracts will be $37,785. 
 
SBDD reviewed the documents submitted by the Contractors and contacted 
references.  It was determined that the bids meet the requirements of the District 
and that the Contractors are qualified to perform the work.  Funding for this project 
will be through the General Operating Fund. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion that the contract for the Culvert Cleaning 
Project be awarded on a split basis to all four contractors before-mentioned, and in 
the amounts before-mentioned, for a total of all four contracts to be $37,785.00.   
Commissioner Mersinger seconded the motion. 
 
In discussion, both Commissioner Good and Commissioner Mersinger suggested 
that SBDD notify the municipalities and the HOAs of the locations where the 
projects will be performed within their areas so that the public is aware.   
 
The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 
3. FABRIC-FORMED ENDWALL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN PEMBROKE 

PINES AND MIRAMAR - District Director Hart said that an advertisement for bids 
was placed for the Fabric-Formed Endwall Construction project in two (2) 
locations in the City of Pembroke Pines and Miramar.  Each bidder was required to 
visit each job site location with a SBDD representative as a pre-requisite to 
submitting a bid.  SBDD received a total of five (5) bids.  The base bid amounts 
ranged in price from $15,800 to $40,193.  The lowest, responsive, responsible bid 
received was from Engineer Control Systems, Corp. in the amount of $15,800.  
SBDD reviewed the documents submitted by the contractor and contacted their 
references.  It was determined that the bids meet the requirements of the District 
and that the contractor is qualified to perform the work.  This project will be 
funded out of the General Operating Fund. 

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the contract for the Fabric-
Formed Endwall Construction Project to Engineer Control Systems, Corp. in the 
amount of $15,800.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger. 
 
In discussion, both Commissioner Good and Commissioner Mersinger reiterated 
their previous suggestion that SBDD notify the municipalities and the HOAs of the 
locations where the projects will be performed within their areas so that the public 
is aware.   
 
The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 
C. SELECTION OF ACCOUNTING FIRM TO PROVIDE ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
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AUDITING SERVICES 
 

District Director Hart noted that SBDD advertised for Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for Annual Financial Auditing Services.  The District received four (4) submittal 
packages in response to the RFP. 
 
In accordance with SBDD Resolution No. 2012-07 (and State Statutes), the SBDD 
Audit Committee held a series of committee meetings to establish criteria for the  
evaluation of the RFP submittals and to rank the top three rated firms.  The evaluation 
criteria included both technical qualifications and compensation, where compensation 
was not the sole or predominant factor in the evaluation criteria. 
 
The SBDD Audit Committee ranked the top three firms as follows: 
 
1. Margolis, Fink & Wichrowski 
2. Grau & Associates 
3. Keefe, McCullough & Co. 

District Director Hart commented that the fourth firm did not meet the technical 
qualification threshold for consideration of compensation.   
 
He explained that the contract can be awarded for 1-year and be renewed for four 
additional years, for a total of five years.  After five years, SBDD will re-advertise for 
RFPs; or, if for any reason the District is unhappy with the service they receive, the 
District can advertise for an RFP at any time during that 5-year period. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion to accept the rankings of the audit 
committee and select Margolis, Fink & Wichrowski to provide annual financial 
auditing services for SBDD.  Motion was seconded by Vice Chair Ryan. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh expressed how this was an eye-opener for her, as a member 
of the Audit Committee, to see all the detail that went into these RFPs.  She 
commented that putting it out to bid was very good, and that it is always good to look 
at other options, but by far, based on the Audit Committee review, Margolis, Fink & 
Wichrowski was the best choice for the District.  All Board members present agreed 
with Commissioner Minnaugh’s comment.   
 
The question was called and it was carried unanimously.  Accountant Barry Fink 
thanked the Board. 

 
D. REQUEST TO VACATE A PORTION OF A 20-FOOT WATERWAY 

MAINTENANCE EASEMENT IN “SKOMILL SECTION ONE” PLAT 
 

The owner of the property located at 9521 SW 6th Street, Pembroke Pines, FL 33025 
is requesting that SBDD vacate the south ten feet (10’) of a 20-foot Waterway 
Maintenance Easement (WME) that runs along their north property line.  The 
property is owned by Thomas J. Good, Jr. and Patricia M. Good.  The property is 
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located in the Skomill Section One residential community and borders an existing 
water body that was dedicated by the “Skomill Section One” plat (PB 105, PG 39, 
BCR) to the “perpetual use of the adjacent property owners”.  The 20’ WME was also 
dedicated by the “Skomill Section One” plat.  
 
Based on a survey of the property and a site investigation by SBDD staff, the full 
width of the 20’ WME is not needed for SBDD to access the adjacent water body.  
There is approximately 32 feet from the edge of water to the back of the 20’ WME.  
Based on the limits of the proposed vacation, SBDD will maintain a minimum of 20 
feet outside the existing edge of water for access purposes. 
 
SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections. 
 
For the record, Commissioner Good declared that he was recusing himself from the 
vote, due to a conflict of interest.  The property being discussed is jointly owned by 
his wife and him.  (See conflict forms attached.) 

   
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to vacate a portion of a 20-foot 
waterway maintenance easement in “Skomill Section One” plat.  Motion was 
seconded by Vice Chair Ryan and it was carried unanimously, with Commissioner 
Good not having voted.  

 
E. REQUEST TO VACATE EASEMENTS IN THE “MEADOW PINES” PLAT 

 
District Director Hart indicated that this request is for the development located south 
of Pines Boulevard, just west of I-75 residential community also known as 
Cobblestone.  District Director Hart said that this request is a clean-up of easements.  
He said that there were easements previously dedicated to the District for culverts and 
channels, and that the construction of the work did not coincide with the easements.  
The property owner has already dedicated new easements to the District to align 
properly with the work.  This request is to vacate previous easements that were 
dedicated, but not used properly. 
 
Staff has no objections to the request and upon approval by the Board, the District will 
record the releases.   

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved to approve the request to vacate easements in the 
“Meadow Pines” plat.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger and it was 
carried by a vote of 4-0.  Vice Chair Ryan was not present at the time of voting. 
 

F. RESOLUTION 2012-12 – AMENDMENT TO 2011/2012 BUDGET 
 
District Director Hart presented SBDD Resolution No. 2012-12 which grants 
approval for an amendment to the previously approved budget for the 2011/2012 
fiscal year.  
 
The overall budget has not changed ($3,281,559); however several line items have 
been adjusted to reflect actual cost-to-date and projected expenses through the end of 
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the fiscal year.   
 
District Director Hart indicated that there was one significant change related to fuel 
costs.  He commented that this has been an extraordinary year-to-date with the 
District’s fuel and pumping activities.  October was the 4th wettest month on record, 
where the District was pumping almost the entire month; May was a very wet month 
as well, then came the rainy season; and Tropical Storm Isaac, which the District just 
experienced, and where the pumps will continue running until the end of this week in 
order to get the water levels back down to control.  Adjustments have been made to 
that line item and other line items accordingly.   
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2012-12- Amendment to 
2011/2012 Budget.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Good and it was carried 
unanimously. 

 
G. 2012/2013 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE – DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION 

 
After a review of the 2012/2013 calendar, the Board agreed on the 2012/2013 Board 
meeting dates as follows: 
 
October 25, 2012    April 25, 2013 
November 15, 2012   May 30, 2013 
December 20, 2012   June 27, 2013 
January 31, 2013    July 25, 2013 
February 28, 2013    August 29, 2013 
March 28, 2013    September 26, 2013 
 
All meetings will start at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved to approve the 2012/2013 Board meeting schedule 
as noted above.  Motion was seconded by Vice Chair Ryan and it was carried 
unanimously.  

 
H. UPDATE ON GRAND PALMS 

 
District Director Hart said that Grand Palms is continuing to move forward towards a 
final resolution.  All parties have signed off on the Settlement Agreement.  He expects 
the agreement to start circulating for actual execution within the next week.  He said 
that within the next month he expects to begin preparing the drawings and placing the 
work out to bid.   

 
I. OTHER 

 
TROPICAL STORM ISAAC – District Director Hart said that this was a significant rain 
event for the District.  He said that District-wide a rainfall ranging from 7 ¼” to over 
10” was recorded.  The highest rainfall readings were in the City of Miramar at the S-2 
Pump Station by Palm Avenue and the County Line.  Pre-storm preparations and 
coordination with South Florida Water Management District were made.  The District 
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received several calls from residents with concerns about the high water levels.   
 
The most common question was if the District’s gates were open, and if the District 
was pumping.  District Director Hart said that SBDD started pre-storm preparations 
well in advance of the storm. The District started lowering their water levels on 
Thursday, and were able to hold those levels at control elevations at the beginning of 
the storm and through the storm, which was a big benefit for the District.  Late Sunday 
through Monday, Florida received the tail end of the storm which hit South Florida 
hard.  District Director Hart commented that the new grapple truck is proving to be 
very beneficial.   
 
District Director Hart estimated that this was a bit larger than a 10-year storm event, 
and that overall, the District fared well considering the amount of water that South 
Florida received.   
 
Commissioner Minnaugh said that she had called District Director Hart regarding 
three (3) different shopping center parking lots that were impassable; and that she had 
brought this issue up to the previous District Director.  She does not believe that 
anything has been done on the drainage within those shopping centers, because they 
are constantly getting flooded whenever there is heavy rain.  District Director Hart 
indicated that some of this could be due to the capacity of the system and the volume 
of rainfall that fell.  He said that he would look into these properties further.   
 
Mr. Bob Busch wanted to credit SFWMD on a job well done.  He commented that 
SFWMD did a good job in maintaining the water levels in the C-11 canal, and that 
really made a difference with SBDD’s system working as well.  He commented that 
it’s nice to know that the C-11 had the capacity to maintain that water level.  District 
Director Hart agreed. 
 
EAST COAST PROTECTIVE LEVEE – SFWMD had awarded contracts and that work 
is moving forward, and there are no setbacks or issues in bringing the levees up to 
criteria. 
 

06. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  
 

Attorney Bell informed the Board that Mr. Michael Terranova, former Board member, had 
passed away, and that Mr. Terranova was instrumental in getting the SBDD building 
where it is today.   
 
He added that on the Grand Palms situation, once he gets the signed agreements from 
everyone, he will be submitting it to the court, and the court will ratify it, which should 
not be an issue, and the only thing holding it up at that point, would be the final wording 
on the releases; of which he is working on. 

 
07. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills, motion was seconded by 

Vice Chair Ryan, and it was carried unanimously. 
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08. MEETING DATES 
 

A. SBDD WORKSHOP MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH 
AT 7:00 P.M. 

B. REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 
AT 8:00 A.M. 

C. FINAL BUDGET MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH AT 
9:00 A.M.   

 
Adjournment at 9:25 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 
 

                                                                             
Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 
South Broward Drainage District 

 
/rim 
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