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  SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 31, 2012 
 
 
Present: 
 
Scott Hodges, Chairperson  Kevin M. Hart, District Director 
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer  Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary     Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner  Carol Morris, SFWMD 
Thomas Good, Commissioner  General Public: See Attached List 
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 
       
Absent: 
 
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson  
   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
01.   CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
   Meeting called to order at 8:15 A.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
  
02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
 None. 
 
03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the April 26, 2012, South 
Broward Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Mersinger and was carried unanimously. 
 

04.   DIRECTOR=S REPORT 
 

A. ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
 

SBDD received a quote for accounting services from the accounting firm of Margolies, 
Fink and Wichrowski, Certified Public Accounts (MFW).  MFW has been providing 
accounting services to the District for the past 17 years. 
 
The quote submitted by MFW is for $25,000 and includes complete accounting 
services for the next fiscal year, including the preparation of the annual, audited 
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financial statements for the year ending September 30, 2012.   The proposed quote 
represents a decrease in fees from the previous year of $1,000.00.   This decrease is 
attributed to additional responsibilities performed in-house by Susan Iratzoqui. 
 
District Director Hart recommended that the District award the contract for the annual 
accounting services to Margolies, Fink and Wichrowski, Certified Public Accounts in 
the amount of $25,000.00. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the contract for the annual 
accounting services to Margolies, Fink and Wichrowski, CPA in the amount of 
$25,000.00.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger for discussion.  
 
Commissioner Mersinger said that MFW is doing excellent work and she has no 
complaints.  She asked District Director Hart if the District advertised this contract out 
for bid.  District Director Hart replied that since MFW actually lowered their rate from 
last year’s rate, and because the District is pleased with services provided by MFW, and 
their familiarity with the District, he recommended moving forward with the same 
accounting firm.  District Director Hart also stated that the District did not advertise for 
these services. 
 
Commissioner Good concurred with Commissioner Mersinger and said that 17 years 
without performing a bid process for this item, is something he would be concerned 
with.   
 
Commissioner Goggin commented that he is very pleased with MFW’s services and he 
feels that to continue with their services, is the right thing to do.  He said they have 
never steered the District in the wrong direction, and that is important.  
 
District Director Hart said that any direction that the Board chooses will be acceptable.  
He commented that there is plenty of time between now and September, when MFW’s 
contract expires.  He explained what the process will be.  He said that the process will 
be a solicitation for qualifications for services to qualified bidders; and the selection 
will be based on qualifications.  The District will negotiate with the number one firm 
that the Board selects and if the District is unable to reach an agreement with the 
number one firm, they will go with the next firm, etc.   
 
Attorney Bell said that he believes that the Board did solicit proposals when they first 
hired MFW and that there is a Resolution which sets the procedure on the selection 
process.  
 
Commissioner Good commented that Best Government Practices is that a solicitation 
process be performed.  He suggested that the District place a solicitation for this item, 
and that although MFW, at this point, has certain advantages, he believes that the 
District’s interest with the constituents is to make certain that the District is following 
the Best Government Practices.  Chair Hodges agreed with Commissioner Good. 
 
At this time, Commissioner Minnaugh withdrew her motion, and Commissioner 
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Mersinger withdrew her second to the motion.   
 
Commissioner Good made a motion to have this item advertised and for the District to 
go through the competitive process.  Commissioner Goggin seconded the motion and it 
was carried unanimously.  
 
Attorney Bell explained that a Selection Committee should be appointed.  Chair Hodges 
suggested Attorney Bell follow the process of the Resolution from when MFW was first 
hired.  The following three (3) people were appointed to the Selection Committee:  
 
• Commissioner Minnaugh 
• District Director Hart 
• Susan Iratzoqui 

 
  District Director Hart said that the District will proceed accordingly. 
 

B. AWARD OF CONTRACTS: 
 
1. SBDD B-3 PUMP STATION REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION OF 48” 

CULVERT  
 

District Director Hart said that an advertisement for bids was placed for the SBDD 
B-3 Pump Station Demolition and Culvert Replacement Project located in the City 
of Pembroke Pines.  A total of five (5) bids were received.  Each bidder was 
required to visit the job site location with an SBDD representative as a pre-
requisite to submitting a bid.  The bid included a base bid and an alternate bid.  
The base bid includes the removal of a 48” CMP culvert and installation of a new 
48” RCP culvert, and the alternate bid includes the slip-lining of the existing 48” 
CMP culvert (as opposed to replacement).  The base bid amounts ranged in price 
from $152,069.00 to $342,839.00 and the alternate bid amounts ranged in price 
from $157,852.00 to $331,633.00. The lowest base bid and lowest alternate bid 
received were submitted by Westwind Contracting, Inc. in the amount of 
$152,069.00 (base bid) and $157,852.00 (alternate bid).  SBDD has reviewed the 
bid submitted by Westwind Contracting, Inc. and has determined that the 
Contractor is qualified to perform the work and the bid meet all requirements.   
 
District Director Hart recommended that the Board award the contract for the 
SBDD B-3 Pump Station Demolition and Culvert Replacement Project to 
Westwind Contracting, Inc. in the amount of $152,069.00 (base bid) as the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder.  This project will be funded out of the SBDD 
Capital Improvement Committed Account. 
 
Commissioner Goggin moved for approval to award the contract for the SBDD B-
3 Pump Station Demolition and Culvert Replacement Project to Westwind 
Contracting, Inc. for the total amount of the contract of $152,069.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Minnaugh. 
 
Commissioner Goggin suggested that the District coordinate with the City of 
Hollywood on the project.  He also mentioned that he would like the District to 
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inform the residents in the immediate area of what will be taking place.  District 
Director Hart agreed.    
 
Commissioner Good asked District Director Hart, what the warranty was on this 
project?  District Director Hart replied that there will be a one year warranty.  He 
said this will be a bonded project as well, and that this project includes a 
performance and payment bond; which will extend through the one year warranty 
period.  He said this performance and payment bond will remain in place for the 
full year.  After approximately 11 months, there will be a warranty inspection.  
The bond will not be released until all warranty items have been addressed 
properly by the Contractor.  He mentioned that this has been written into the 
specifications and in the contract language.   
 
Chair Hodges asked District Director Hart who maintains this culvert.  District 
Director Hart replied that the District will be maintaining this culvert.  
 
The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 
2. SBDD SITE LIGHTING AND ELECTRICAL IMPROVEMENTS 

 
An advertisement for bids was placed for the SBDD Site Lighting and Electrical 
Improvements.  A total of six (6) bids were received.  The bid included a base bid 
and an alternate bid.  The base bid amounts ranged in price from $39,304.90 to 
$124,108.00.  The lowest base bid amount received was submitted by Electrical 
Contracting Service, Inc. in the amount of $39,304.90 and the lowest alternate bid 
amount received was submitted by Imperial Electrical, Inc. in the amount of 
$13,977.50.  The total amount of the lowest base bid and lowest alternate bid is 
well below the District’s budget estimate for both items.  SBDD has reviewed the 
bids submitted by Electrical Contracting Service, Inc. and Imperial Electrical, Inc. 
and has determined that both Contractors are qualified to perform the work and the 
bids meet all requirements.   
 
District Director Hart recommended that the Board award the contract for the base 
bid for the SBDD Site Lighting and Electrical Improvements to Electrical 
Contracting Service, Inc. in the amount of $39,304.90 as the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder; and award the contract for the alternate bid to Imperial 
Electrical, Inc. in the amount of $13,977.50 as the lowest responsive, responsible 
bidder.  This project will be funded out of the SBDD Capital Improvement 
Committed Account. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the contract for the SBDD 
Site Lighting and Electrical Improvements to Electrical Contracting Service, Inc. 
for the base bid amount of $39,304.90.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Santana-Woodall. 
 
In discussion, Commissioner Santana-Woodall said that originally it was 
discussed that there would be extra electrical conduits installed for security 
cameras, etc.   She asked if this is included in the contract.  District Director Hart 
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replied that it is included in the amount. 
 
Chair Hodges asked if there are any FPL fees associated with this project.  
District Director Hart replied that the District will have to purchase a pull box; so 
there will be an additional fee for that.  The question was called and was carried 
unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to award the contract for the SBDD 
Site Lighting and Electrical Improvements to Imperial Electrical, Inc. for the 
alternate bid amount of $13,977.50.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously. 

 
C. REQUEST TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

COMMITTED ACCOUNT TO GENERAL OPERATING ACCOUNT   
 
SBDD recently completed the CIP project to rebuild two pumps in the amount of 
$25,965.00.  This project included the rebuilding of the #1 pump at the S-2 pump station 
and the #2 pump at the S-8 pump station and was previously approved by the Board 
with funding through the Capital Improvement Committed Account.  District Director 
Hart said that this is a formal request, now that the work has been completed, to transfer 
funds in accordance with previous approval and direction by the Board. 

 
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to transfer funds from Capital 
Improvements Committed Account to General Operating Account.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

 
D. REINVESTMENT OF DISTRICT FUNDS 

 
The following investment funds are scheduled to mature during the month of June, 
2012: 

 
1. Federal Home Loan Banks Bond - $155,000  Maturity Date -  6/20/2012 
2. Freddie Mac (Medium Term Note) -  $475,000 Maturity Date -  6/15/2012 

Upon maturity of these investments, the District will have approximately $631,304 of 
cash-on-hand to reinvest or move to one of the District’s accounts.  The actual amount 
of cash-on-hand will depend upon the final payout amounts from each investment fund. 
 
District Director Hart is recommending that the District re-invest $247,500 in a new 
CD under the best terms and interest rates available, and to deposit the remaining cash-
on-hand (approximately $383,804) into the Capital Improvement Committed Account 
in order to fund current and future CIP projects. 
 
District Director Hart is requesting approval to re-invest the monies that will become 
available in June 2012 from two maturing investment funds as follows:  purchase one 
12-month CD in the amount of $247,500 under the best terms and interest rate 
available; and deposit the remaining monies in the Capital Improvement Committed 
account to enable the District to continue to fund their Capital Program. 
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Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval for the reinvestment of District funds as 
stated.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried 
unanimously.  

 
E. OTHER. 

 
GRAPPLE TRUCK - District Director Hart made a presentation to the Board on how the new 
grapple truck is being used and the benefits to the District.   
 
District Director Hart recognized and commended Robert Franklin, Operations Maintenance 
Supervisor, and his staff.  He said that Mr. Franklin was instrumental in evaluating the needs 
and use of this equipment, its efficiency, the benefits, versatility and lessening of demands of 
the field staff.  He thanked Robert Franklin, Joseph Certain, Luis Ochoa and Roy Pooran for 
putting together the specifications on the manufacturing of the grapple truck.  He said that it is 
one-of-a-kind piece of equipment.  It has only been in operation for a month and has exceeded 
the District’s expectations as far as saving time and effort.   
 
District Director Hart showed slides of the grapple truck in operation.  He commented that 
work that once would take 3-4 staff employees 4 hours to remove weeds manually from these 
weed racks, now takes approximately 1 hour with two staff employees.  He showed how 
quickly and efficiently the District can clear trash/bulk debris within the lakes and the pump 
stations throughout the District.  It was very impressive.  The Board thanked Robert for being 
a leader on this.   
 
Commissioner Mersinger had concerns that because the District has such efficient equipment, 
it would replace employees and have them lose their position.  District Director Hart assured 
Commissioner Mersinger that would not be the case.  He said that the new equipment would 
allow staff to do more with the same number of people that the District currently has 
employed.  Commissioner Goggin commented that this would help the field staff from 
breaking away from their main jobs, and cutting them thin when dealing with this issue 
manually, not to mention the danger involved, and freeing them from work overload.  
 
District Director Hart provided additional information as follows:  
 
BROWARD DAYS - On Friday, June 15, 2012 from 11:30 – 1:30 p.m. there will be a 
legislative wrap-up luncheon where they will have a legislative speaker.  There is also a 
Workshop that Broward Days is holding on Wednesday, June 6 at 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
regarding the state’s Sunshine Laws. 
 
UPDATE ON BROWARD COUNTY WATER PRESERVE AREAS PROJECT - District 
Director Hart recognized Ms. Carol Morris from SFWMD.  He said that he spoke at the 
SFWMD Water Resources Advisory Committee Meeting on the District’s concerns on the 
BCWPA Project.  He said that he also attended the SFWMD Governing Board Meeting, 
where this item was originally scheduled; and the agenda item was pulled. He said that the 
project received approval from the U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers, and that now it will move 
forward to Congress.  SFWMD is planning to hold workshops locally in Broward County to 
address concerns raised by agencies and municipalities.  Ms. Morris indicated that she is 
trying to arrange for representatives from SFWMD and the U.S. Army Corp. to attend next 
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month’s Board meeting to give the SBDD Board an update.  She said that the letter of support 
was pulled from the SFWMD May agenda for reasons not related to the project.  She said she 
is waiting on word as to whether or not the letter will go forward at the June or July meeting.  
She reiterated that SFWMD will try to have a presentation at the SBDD Board meeting for 
next month.   
 
STATUS OF EAST COAST LEVEE PROTECTION – District Director Hart said that the 
SFWMD Board approved a series of contracts for $18 million dollars.  Ms. Morris explained 
that the work has been broken into three pieces so that it will work from both ends towards the 
middle.  She said that the first contractor will be available to start around June 11th.  District 
Director Hart said that it is all moving forward, and they have a two year window to get the 
work completed and to obtain a full certification of the levee; and from everything he has seen 
and heard, SFWMD continues to be fully committed to meeting those deadlines. 
 
UPDATE ON RAINFALL - District Director Hart updated the Board on the recent rainfall in 
South Broward.  He said it took a 180 degree turn-around from a year ago, when there was no 
rain in May or June, and some of the lowest levels were seen; this year it was the complete 
opposite.  He said that October had the 4th largest rainfall on record moving into the dry 
season, and we continued through the dry season to have intermittent rainfall, some over 2” at 
times.  For the month of May the District has already registered over 10” on average 
throughout the District.  He said that last year the District was not doing much pumping until 
July, whereas this year from October thru May the District has been in full operation across 
the board.  He said that the District will be opening their gates on June 1st which will be 
giving relief to the residents at SWR.  Overall, the District is in good shape. 
 
Ms. Morris said that when the District lifted the water shortage order a few months back, they 
did keep a water shortage warning in place; just to keep the residents aware of the fact that 
even though there has been significant rainfall, there would still be a reasonable probability 
that South Florida would be in a water shortage following the summer months.  At this point, 
perhaps at the June meeting, the Governing Board will lift the water shortage warning.  She 
said that our water conditions are good; they are much better than they were last year.  Ms. 
Morris said that while people may see that warning lifted, she wanted to remind them that 
Broward County is still under a 2-day-a-week outdoor irrigation rule. 
 
UPDATE ON NUMERIC NUTRIENT CRITERIA – District Director Hart said that the state 
had previously made a request regarding numeric nutrient criteria to EPA, to take over the 
numeric program, and have yet to receive a response.  He said that as far as he could see, the 
dates keep getting pushed back because of the legal issues involved.  The EPA has not yet 
ruled on the State’s request, and the deadline of the administrative hearing has passed.  He 
said 60 days after that, a ruling should have been issued and was not.  District Director Hart 
said that he will keep apprised and continue to follow the process.  It seems that for SBDD the 
criteria for South Florida canals will stay as it currently exists; where if the water body is 
declared impaired, the State will impose numerics on them, and if not, they will just continue 
to operate under the current narrative rules. 
 
 CAREER DAY – District Director Hart attended Career Day at Silver Lakes Elementary 
School and he enjoyed the experience. 
 
Commissioner Mersinger asked about the FEMA Flood Maps.  She asked when they will take 
effect.  District Director Hart said he does not think it will happen before September, and may 
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actually get pushed back to beginning of 2013.  Commissioner Good said that you can 
actually access the website, but that he thinks it will not happened before December because 
they have to wait a period of time for comments, and then an awareness notice is placed. 

 
05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  

 
A. UPDATE ON GRAND PALMS – The Settlement Agreement has been forwarded to 

15500 Pines Boulevard; and as discussed, they have sold the property to a new entity 
called NGV.  District Director Hart said that although NGV will not be a party to the 
settlement agreement, they still need to approve the agreement because they now own 
the property, and are successors to 15500 Pines Boulevard, and have obligations under 
the Agreement.  He said that, the attorneys that are representing NGV are okay with 
the settlement agreement.  He said that some very minor, non-substantive changes to 
the agreement were made that do not change the details of the agreement.  NGV will 
actually be the entity that will be dedicating the easements, since they now own the 
property.  The easement language has been worked out, which is very consistent with 
SBDD standard easement language.  Both NGV and 15500 Pines Boulevard are okay 
with the agreement, however, both parties have their own agreement to settle, and that 
many different attorneys are involved in this.  District Director Hart said that as soon 
as they get their own separate agreements worked out, they will go ahead and sign-off 
on the District’s Agreement in the next couple of weeks, and at that time, it will be 
forwarded to Grand Palms for approval; and hopefully, start the process to get the 
work done.  He said it’s moving forward, slower than hoped, but still making progress.      

 
06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the legal bills, motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Santana-Woodall, and it was carried unanimously. 
 

07. BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS   
 
 None. 
 
08. MEETING DATE 

 
A. Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 28th at 8:00 A.M.  

 
Adjournment at 9:25 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 
 

                                                                             
Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 
South Broward Drainage District 

 
/rim 
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