SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 24, 2017
Present:
Scott Hodges, Chairperson
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner

Kevin M. Hart, District Director
Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary
Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel
General Public: See Attached List

Absent:
Thomas Good, Commissioner
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

01.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan,
Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, and Commissioner Goggin present; followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance.

02.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

03.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the minutes of the July 27, 2017, South Broward
Drainage District Board meeting. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Minnaugh and it was
carried unanimously.
Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the minutes of the August 2, 2017, South Broward
Drainage District Emergency Board meeting. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger
and it was carried unanimously.

04.

DIRECTOR=S REPORT
A. RESOLUTION 2017-06 – AMENDMENT TO 2016/2017 BUDGET
District Director Hart presented SBDD Resolution No. 2017-06 which grants approval for an
amendment to the previously approved budget for the 2016/2017 fiscal year.
The overall budget amount has not changed ($3,404,742); however eighteen individual line
items have been adjusted to reflect actual costs to date and projected expenses through the end
of the fiscal year.
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District Director Hart requested approval of SBDD Resolution 2017-06 - Amendment to the
2016/2017 Budget.
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2017-06 - Amendment to the
previously approved 2016/2017 Budget. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and
it was carried unanimously.
B.

RELEASE & VACATION REQUEST OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT AND SURFACE
WATER MANAGEMENT AREA (SWMA) FOR NAGANOOLIL RESIDENCE;
SUBJECT TO THE DEDICATION OF A NEW SWMA
District Director Hart said that the owners of the property located at 19100 S.W. 61st Manor,
Southwest Ranches, FL 33332 is requesting that SBDD vacate the Drainage Easement and
Surface Water Management Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under
under Instrument No. 100442096 (OR Book 30732, Pages 1856), Broward County Records.
All properties in the SW Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at elevation
5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA.
The property owners, Viji and Mary-Shaila Naganoolil, will dedicate a new SWMA over the
property to comply with the 20% SWMA requirement. District Director Hart said that SBDD
staff has reviewed the request and has no objections. There are no financial impacts to this
Agenda item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be incurred by the
property owner.
The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the Drainage Easement and Surface
Water Management Area on the property located at 19100 S.W. 61st Manor, Southwest Ranches,
FL 33332; subject to the dedication of a new Surface Water Management Area in accordance
with SBDD Criteria.
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval for the Release and Vacation of the Drainage
Easement and SWMA for the Naganoolil property; subject to the dedication of a new SWMA
in accordance with SBDD Criteria. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin.
Vice Chair Ryan commented that the homeowner will be reconstructing the SWMA along the
edges, and that will result in the edge of the property holding water. He asked District Director
Hart what about the adjoining properties, how will that affect those properties. District Director
Hart explained that in many cases, the adjoining properties also have their SWMA along the
edge of their properties. He said that is how it works best, when there is a contiguous area
common along the property line, and both properties share it. There have been occasions where
an adjacent property owner is concerned about the neighboring property impacting or draining
on them; and there have been cases where the District has suggested that they build a berm. The
District does not like to encourage that, because we like water to move through, especially if
there is a connection to a canal; but in some cases, property owners do get very concerned about
that.
Vice Chair Ryan thanked District Director Hart for that explanation. The question was called
and it was carried unanimously.
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C. OTHER
Commissioner Santana-Woodall joined the meeting at approximately 8:13 a.m.


Florida Legislature Update – District Director Hart stated that this year the Florida
Legislature has instituted the Florida Constitutional Revision Commission (FCRC); this
is a commission that is appointed every 20 years by the Governor, and the purpose of the
commission is to review the Florida Constitution and propose Constitutional
Amendments. He said that this is an important process and commission; and in the past,
this commission has made some significant changes to the constitution. It could have some
impacts on special districts. He said that there is always concerns about taxing boards and
taxing bodies, etc. The Commission has been set, and they have begun having meetings,
and will continue meeting throughout the fall and next spring, and then they will be
making their recommendations that will appear on the 2018 ballot. The last time they
convened was in 1998; and the commission proposed 9 amendments, 8 of which passed.
The Florida Association of Special Districts (FASD) has approved funding for FASD’s
attorneys to monitor the process; and they are monitoring closely as it relates to any
proposals, recommendations, etc. that would impact Special Districts. He will keep the
Board apprised. He said that right now, the only thing that he has seen relates to
Community Redevelopment Districts (CRAs). He has not heard anything yet on Special
Districts.
On the upcoming 2018 Legislative Session, there really are not too many issues that we
are hearing about with Special Districts. There is talk about requiring lobbyist registration
for special districts, and other issues related to transparency, which he does not believe
we will have any issues with. District Director Hart said that he will keep the Board
apprised.



Broward Days – District Director Hart said that Broward Days has scheduled their kickoff meeting for September 18th, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at the Bright Line Facility in Ft.
Lauderdale; and that the actual Broward Days will be February 7th and 8th in Tallahassee.



Presentation at Broward County - District Director Hart stated that last Friday, he did a
presentation at Broward County TAC meeting giving an overview on the District’s sluice
gates and the efficiency gained there, and it was very well received.



Weedoo Equipment Performance – District Director Hart said that the District had their
new piece of equipment out in operation, and it is performing exactly as hoped.
Commissioner Santana-Woodall commented that she was at a Relay for Life meeting last
night, and one of the members saw it in action, and they were so excited.



05.

Update on Garage Building - District Director Hart said that they are continuing to
progress on the garage building; they have poured the columns, and the roof beams will
be delivered next month; and they will continue to monitor it.

ATTORNEY=S REPORT:
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None.
06.

APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills.
Commissioner Mersinger.

Motion was seconded by

Commissioner Minnaugh had questions regarding the fees on the Alvarez’ Dock
Agreement/Windsor Palms Lake Maintenance Easement Conflict. She asked if the amount on that
should be reimbursed by the Alvarezs.
District Director Hart explained that this was an issue between the Alvarezs and the adjacent HOA,
and the District received a letter from the HOA; and so the District needed to prepare a response
letter to make the Alvarezs aware that SBDD’s permit does not give them any permission whatsoever
to cross private property. He said that if it does progress any further, the District will move that on
to the Alvarezs.
Commissioner Minnaugh commented that this could potentially be a continuing problem, and to her
it is clear that somebody will need to reimburse the District for fees. She said that first of all, they
should have not have placed anything on someone else’s property, and they should have kept it on
their own property. If they went ahead and did that, now they are coming to the District for some
sort of relief, and some kind of help; and the District is happy to help them, but like anyone else that
has a problem with the lake, etc., they reimburse the District for attorney fees. District Director Hart
said that it was not initiated by the Alvarezs. Commissioner Minnaugh said that the Alvarezs were
the ones that created this issue, and so they are the ones that need to pay. District Director Hart said
they will look further into it.
Commissioner Goggin asked Attorney Bell about the coordination regarding Memorial Hospital
West; he has not seen anything come across his desk on that. He wanted to know what it relates to.
Attorney Bell answered that it is a proposed Agreement that District Director Hart worked on; and
he was helping him put the Agreement together (Maintenance Agreement).
Vice Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart that amongst the District’s employees, who is able to
issue code violations. The answer is no one.
District Director Hart explained that although we do not have code officers, the District has certain
measures they go by in order to have property owners comply with SBDD codes.
He said that the District usually issues a “Notice of Non-Compliance” letter, stating that SBDD is
placing the property owner on notice that they are non-compliant with SBDD’s codes, and if they do
not take corrective action, they will be getting a “Notice of Violation” (NOV); and if they do not
correct the issue, SBDD will not sign off on any approvals, permits, etc. that may be required by the
District. Then the District will give them a time period (45 days, etc.). He said that on about 80%
of those properties, people usually call and ask what they need to do to correct it; and they voluntarily
correct it.
If they do not comply, the District sends a copy of the NOV to the building department and places
them on notice that their property will remain in a state of non-compliance until it’s corrected. He
said that the District cannot fine them. He said that the NOVs are quite effective.
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Commissioner Minnaugh had concerns that when these non-compliance/violation notices are handed
out to the homeowner, that these violations get passed on to the new homeowners. She said that if
the District is going to place a non-compliance/violation notice, we should be able to carry through
with it, and make sure that they correct it. Chair Hodges suggested that the District record the
violation with the County. Commissioner Minnaugh said that would be a way to have the owners
comply, rather than passing it on to the new owners. She said that is an incentive for correction.
Commissioner Goggin said that with all the cities in our District, if there is a violation isn’t there a
way to work within the city to utilize their code enforcement. District Director Hart said yes,
sometimes, but not always.
Further discussion ensued. The question was called on the approval of the legal bills and it was
carried unanimously.
07.

BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
Commissioner Santana-Woodall said that this year is the 20th anniversary of Relay for Life in
Pembroke Pines, and that Miramar and Pembroke Pines have joined forces this year to be one relay,
and their goal is to raise $200,000. She said that their goal is to have 50 teams on that field. She
asked the Board if they know of anyone who wants to sponsor a track marker. She said that there
will be sponsorship banners posted at city halls with names of companies, community leaders, etc.
She has been assigned to be a Community Lead. They will have different events throughout the
year and they will have a black-tie evening gala. The Relay will be on April 13th and 14th, 2018.
Commissioner Mersinger asked District Director Hart if in anticipation of the forecasted rain, is the
District pulling back the maximum (lowering stages). District Director Hart said that they are fully
prepared, and are sitting right now at the low end of their operating range.

08.

MEETING DATE(S)
A.

The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 12th at 8:00 a.m. with
Final Budget Hearing for 2017/2018 Fiscal Year to be held at 8:30 a.m.

Adjournment at 8:40 A.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary
South Broward Drainage District

/rim
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DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

September 1, 2017
South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331
*I N V O I C E*
Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from August 16, 2017
through August 31, 2017:
1.

Coordination regarding District Budget for 2017/18:
Attorney's Fees:

4 hrs. 40 min.

@ $250.00/hr.

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 1,166.67

= $ 1,166.67

