SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 16, 2017
Present:
Scott Hodges, Chairperson
James Ryan, Vice Chairperson
Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer
Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary
Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner
Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner
Thomas Good, Commissioner

Kevin M. Hart, District Director
Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary
Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel
General Public: See Attached List

Absent:
None
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------01.

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, Commissioner
Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, and Commissioner Goggin, present at the meeting; followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.

02.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

03.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the October 26, 2017, South Broward
Drainage District Board meeting. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried
unanimously.

04.

DIRECTOR=S REPORT
A.

RELEASE & VACATION REQUEST OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT AREA
(SWMA) DESIGNATION FOR DONIS RESIDENCE; SUBJECT TO THE DEDICATION
OF A NEW SWMA
District Director Hart said that the owner of the property located at 15700 SW 53rd Court, Southwest
Ranches, FL 33331 requested that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management Area (SWMA)
that was previously designated and recorded under Instrument No. 112659980 (OR Book 51266,
Pages 922-925), Broward County Records. All properties in the SW Ranches are required to set
aside 20% of their property at elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA.
The property owners, Joaquin and Rosa Donis, will dedicate a new SWMA over their property to
comply with the 20% SWMA requirement. SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no
objections.
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There are no financial impacts to this Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other
costs will be incurred by the property owner.
The request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest of the Surface Water Management Area
on the property located at 15700 SW 53rd Court, Southwest Ranches, FL 33331, as described in the
attached “Release and Vacation of Surface Water Management Area Designation” and recorded
under Instrument No. 112659980 (OR Book 51266, Pages 922-925), B.C.R. This request is subject
to the dedication of a new Surface Water Management Area in accordance with SBDD Criteria.
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the Release & Vacation of SWMA designated for
the Donis residence as submitted. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger and it was
carried unanimously.
Commissioner Good and Commissioner Santana-Woodall joined the meeting.
B.

RE-INVESTMENT OF DISTRICT FUNDS
District Director Hart stated that the following investment funds are scheduled to mature this
month:
Maturity Date – 11/15/2017
Maturity Date – 11/30/2017

1. Landmark Bank CD - $247,500
2. Bank United CD - $247,500

On October 31, 2017, the Finance and Investment Committee met to discuss the District’s
options for re-investing the cash-on-hand that will be available upon the maturity of these
investment funds. The recommendation from the Finance and Investment Committee is to reinvest these funds in new 13-month CDs.
A 12-month cash flow analysis by SBDD staff indicates that the District will have adequate
cash-on-hand over the next 8 months, and if necessary, future maturing CDs can be transferred
to cash.
District Director Hart requested approval to re-invest the monies that will become available
from two maturing SBDD investments by purchasing new 13-month CDs in the same amounts
as the original CDs.
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to re-invest the monies that will become available
from maturing CD investments next month by purchasing new 13-month CDs as requested.
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously.
C.

UPDATE ON REIMBURSEMENT OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY TO THE STATE OF
FLORIDA
District Director Hart said that SBDD staff completed a final accounting of unclaimed property
(as-built cash bonds) that will be transferred to the state in accordance with state statutes; and staff
met with a representative of Florida Department of Financial Services, Division of Unclaimed
Property, on Wednesday, 11/15/17 to review the District’s paperwork and documentation.
Upon review of the accounting documentation and SBDD’s records, it was determined that SBDD
is holding a total of $431,950.00 in unclaimed property, which will need to be transferred to the
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State of Florida Department of Financial services for unclaimed property that the District is
currently holding.
Previously, the Board approved the transfer of $366,750 to the state for unclaimed property. Based
upon the final accounting figure of $431,950, an additional $65,200 is required; and upon
completion of the process, SBDD will no longer be holding any unclaimed property.
The transfer of “Unclaimed Funds” to the state will come from SBDD’s As-built Account, which
is a liability account, and the current balance in this account is sufficient to cover the total required
to transfer to the state.
District Director Hart requested approval to increase the amount of unclaimed property (“as-built”
cash bonds) to be transferred to the State of Florida Department of Financial Services by $65,200.
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to increase the amount of unclaimed property (“asbuilt” cash bonds) to be transferred to the State of Florida Department of Financial Services by
$65,200. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin.
Vice Chair Ryan commented that there were a lot of steps to this process of transferring unclaimed
property to the state, and asked if it was necessary to transfer all those funds to the state. District
Director Hart replied yes, and stated that in his opinion, the District is fortunate that we were
accepted into the State’s Voluntary Compliance Self Audit Program; and attorney Bell was involved
in helping SBDD enroll into this voluntary process. He said that there are some fines and penalties
if you don’t comply, but because we took the initiative and met with the state and started the process,
they waived all of that, but there are some very strict rules when it comes to unclaimed properties.
The question was called and it was carried unanimously.
D.

OTHER
 Update On Hurricane Irma Recovery Efforts– District Director Hart said that SBDD is
continuing to make good progress. He said that the District completed their agreement with the
NRCS on four exigent sites, and the District did get approval for a little over $35,000 in funding
from NRCS; and the District’s contribution was approximately $10,000. He said that on these
exigent sites there was a very tight time frame. They had to have all the work done within 20
days; the staff wound-up doing the work on one site and part of a second site; and all that work
was credited as in-kind service for SBDD’s cost share. He said that the District was able to get
some of the work done with SBDD staff and will be getting credit for that time, effort, labor and
equipment. SBDD already met with NRCS and completed all the work in the given time-frame,
and had the final inspection this week; and now he is preparing all the final paperwork that goes
to the NRCS.
He said that NRCS still does not have funding available for non-exigent sites, but he did submit
for additional sites to NRCS in the event that funding becomes available. He said that SBDD
will continue with their process, by continuing to remove the balance of the trees that are within
the District’s waterbodies. The District is utilizing some contracts and doing some work inhouse. He submitted for three sites to the NRCS, and those are the lowest on the District’s
priority list, and if funding becomes available before the District gets to them, there is a good
chance that there could be some additional assistance.
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Commissioner Minnaugh asked if there were any sites/trees on private property. District
Director Hart replied no, they were all on our main canals; either public right-of-way or SBDD
waterbodies.
District Director Hart also commented that he finally received an e-mail from FEMA. He said
that he is confident that in the next 2-3 weeks they will have their scoping meeting with FEMA
which will start the process for SBDD to file the paperwork with them, and get all our questions
answered regarding assistance with FEMA on the 70-hour contract which they now call “Initial
Emergency Work”; and some of the follow-up work that the District is doing, as well, under
contract. He said that there is a chance that some of the work done by SBDD staff may also be
available for assistance.
District Director Hart said that the District received good prices on the two tree removal
contracts, by one of SBDD’s local contractors that does most of the District’s tree trimming
work in the off-season. Those contracts will be 100% complete by next week. We will be
putting out one more contract for tree work; and the rest of the work will be done in-house.
Commissioner Mersinger commented that for the money that the Board allotted, we should be
putting money back into the Emergency account, plus we will be getting some money from
FEMA; and that it seems to her that the District should be pretty close to whole. District Director
Hart said possibly, but that it’s really too soon to tell, because he is not sure where FEMA will
stand on all of this.
 Update On Building Addition – The Maintenance building is continuing to progress. The
concrete pads were poured this week, and are in the curing process right now. They will begin
the stucco on the outside of the building by next week. They are a little behind on product
approvals and that might push things back, but District Director Hart said that he thinks that it is
pretty close to finishing either by the end of this year or the beginning of 2018.


Water Leaders Academy Meeting - District Director Hart said that the District is hosting a
session for the Broward County Water Leaders Academy tomorrow afternoon. This is a program
where elected officials and policy makers throughout the county hold a 4-session program that
discusses water resources. This includes drainage, utilities, wastewater, potable water, etc.
(water-related issues). Tomorrow is Session #2 where the group gets a tour of SFWMD S-9
Pump Station; they will then arrive at the SBDD conference room where District Director Hart
will be giving a talk on the role of local 298 drainage districts, and then there will be another talk
by Broward County’s Drainage Engineer on innovative drainage. SBDD has participated in this
for years. District Director Hart commented that it is a good program and a good partnership.

 University of Toronto Students Meeting on Surface Water Management Issues - District
Director Hart said that on November 6th he gave a talk to a group from the University of Toronto
regarding surface water management issues. He said that a professor from the University
partnered with Broward County on the program. The students are working on a project, and they
came here to South Florida to see first-hand some of the impacts from climate changes, king
tides, etc., and their project is related to how to deal with those issues in the future.

 Record Rainfall for 2017 – District Director Hart said that he received a memo from
SFWMD regarding the 2017 rainfall; he said that from June to October, South Florida
experienced record rainfall. He said that the previous record rainfall was back in 1947 when
South Florida experienced deadly flooding which initiated the formation of the Central and
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Southern Florida Water Flood Control District which was the prelude to SFWMD. South
Florida averaged 51.64” between June and October. District Director Hart said that SBDD
averaged over 51”. We’ve had quite of bit of rain and he is very pleased with how the District
has been able to deal with it all.
 Legislative Issues – District Director Hart said that in regards to the CRC Committee which
meets every 20 years on the State Constitution; and puts forward proposed Amendments to
the State Constitution; one of the Committee Members, has put forward a proposal which
would require that all ad-valorem, special taxing districts have a referendum by 2029, to
continue assessing ad-valorem taxes.
Commissioner Mersinger commented that in addition to this proposal, it is her understanding
that any taxes that are to be raised has to go through a public vote. District Director Hart
said he heard the same thing, but that this proposal is specifically zeroing in on special
districts. It basically would prohibit a special district from levying an ad-valorem tax after
January, 2029 unless the voters approve by referendum the continuation of ad-valorem
authority before that date. District Director Hart said that water management districts are
exempt.
Commissioner Mersinger said that those amendments still have to be voted on. She said that
anything that comes out of that committee still has to get a 60% vote; but there are legislative
bills that do basically the same thing; before any taxes are to be raised they have to be
approved by the public. District Director Hart agreed. He said that there are strong
requirements if it passes; and that FASD is working very hard to try to revise it.
District Director Hart commented that there are other bills floating around in the state
legislature in this current session. He said that the only one he has seen that can have an
impact on the District is a “fiscal transparency” bill. He said that this actually got through
the House last year, but it did not have a Senate companion, and this year it does. He said it
talks about things the District would need to place on its website related to taxes and how
many years back the District has to provide history on their assessment rates; but we already
do most of that.


05.

Holiday Luncheon – The Holiday Luncheon is scheduled for Friday, December 15, 2017 at
1:00 p.m.

ATTORNEY=S REPORT:
None.

06.

APPROVAL OF LEGAL BILLS
Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills. Motion was seconded by Commissioner
Goggin and it was carried unanimously.

07.

BOARD MEMBERS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
Commissioner Good said that the C-51 project is starting to generate a lot of energy. He said that he
knows that we, as a District, have pledged our support of the project. He wanted to know what our
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relationship to the C-51 will be moving forward. Commissioner Mersinger replied that we like it, but we
are not paying for it. District Director Hart commented that it really does not impact SBDD from the
standpoint of the benefit that the project provides. It really provides a source of water for water treatment
plants. It also provides reservoir storage for Palm Beach. He said that because of the conveyance of the
water through the canals going from Palm Beach all the way down to Broward, some of the local drainage
districts are actually going to be part of the overall project, and enter into agreements to receive
reimbursement for maintenance of their canal system. He said it’s possible in the future, that the project
may be able to provide water as far south as Miami-Dade County through SBDD’s canal system; and if
that was to happen, and it got to that next stage, the District would probably be working with them on
some sort of an agreement on our conveyance system. Other than that, we just participate in discussion,
education, and being aware of what’s going on. Also, Commissioner Mersinger served on the Governance
Committee.
Commissioner Mersinger commented that what it all boils down to is that everyone likes the project, but
no one is willing to pay for the project. She said that is where the C-51 is at currently. She said that unless
there is some movement of people (utilities) wanting to pay for more structural work to be done; it is not
fully funded.
District Director Hart said that he heard that the County did receive some significant funding from the
state; and that the state is providing some funding for Phase I. He said that there are a couple of utilities
that are interested. Commissioner Good commented that Broward County is highly motivated, and they
are placing an incredible amount of pressure on some of the cities that are already signed on, and made a
commitment to participate; and the pressure is on them to pay. He is concerned that this may come our
way as well, because sometimes political pressure becomes a tool to get some of these things funded.
Attorney Bell commented that in regard to Central Broward Water Control District (CBWCD), they
approached CBWCD and gave them a proposed agreement which is similar to the agreement with Lake
Worth Drainage District, and they are proposing to pay CBWCD a license fee for the use of the canals.
The one issue that came up was that the license fee was for an extended period of time, but it never
escalated.
Commissioner Good commented that the definition of “Waters of the United States” (WOTUS) is now
being re-evaluated, and based on Commissioner Mersinger’s comment that they can move that water as
far south as Miami, then it becomes another element of the nutrient criteria rule; and the fact is that if they
are moving water that has failed; and the downstream waters may become impaired; and become burdened
with TMDLs and BMP treatment; but yet, we are not a participant in that; how is all that being treated.
He commented that if we are not out in front of this, we will certainly pay the price for it.
Vice Chair Ryan thanked District Director Hart for the FEMA report, and for his professionalism in
dealing with the golf course in Pembroke Pines. He had several discussions with the Mayor and the Vice
Mayor who blamed the drainage district for having a poor drainage system that was not draining the water
properly, and their golf course was getting mucked up. District Director Hart went to the City Engineer
and they all came up with the same conclusion. He said that the soil from the golf course is poor, and
when they redid the golf course they did not deal with the soil properly.
Vice Chair Ryan commented on the investments in the financial reports; he seemed to remember that the
District had some investments with Israeli Bonds, and he wanted to know what happened to them. District
Director Hart replied that about 3 years ago those bonds matured, and the recommendation was not to
renew them, and instead, the funds were transferred from Israeli Bonds to CDs.
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08.

MEETING DATE(S)
A.

NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21st,
AT 8:00 A.M.

Adjournment at 8:45 A.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary
South Broward Drainage District

/rim
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