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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2017 

 
Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

General Public: See Attached List 

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner  

Thomas Good, Commissioner   

 

 

Absent: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner Santana-Woodall, and 

Commissioner Goggin present; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None.  

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the August 24, 2017, South Broward 

Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was 

carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Good joined the meeting at approximately 8:10 a.m. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT  

 

A. REQUEST TO PURCHASE A REPLACEMENT GEAR DRIVE FOR THE S-8 PUMP 

STATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $26,970.00 

 

District Director Hart introduced Item No. 4A. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh indicated that she will move this item due to the fact that the gear 

drives at the S-8 Pump Station are 21 years old, the cost to replace the gear drive is in the budget; 

and the District is being pro-active in doing maintenance work that needs to be done.   

 

Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion to approve the purchase one (1) Amarillo Propeller 

Gear Drive Model P5 to replace the gear drive for the S-8 Pump Station in the amount of 
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$26,970.00.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

 

B. REQUEST TO PURCHASE A REPLACEMENT GEAR DRIVE FOR THE S-3 PUMP 

STATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,000.00 

 

District Director Hart introduced Item No. 4B. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion to approve the purchase of one (1) De’Ran Pump 

Gear Drive Model M22A to replace the gear drive for the S-3 Pump Station in the amount of 

$31,000.00.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

 

C. ESTABLISH MEETING DATES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017/2018 

 

 District Director Hart introduced Item No. 4C. 

 

The following Board Meetings dates were established for the fiscal year 2017/2018:   

 

 OCTOBER 26, 2017 

 NOVEMBER 30, 2017 

 DECEMBER 21, 2017 

 JANUARY 25, 2018  

 FEBRUARY 22, 2018 

 MARCH 29, 2018 

 APRIL 26, 2018 

MAY 31, 2018 

 JUNE 28, 2018 

 JULY 26, 2018 

 AUGUST 23, 2018 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2018  

 

Dates are subject to change. 

All meetings will start at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the South Broward Drainage District Board 

meeting dates for fiscal year 2017/2018.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-

Woodall and was carried unanimously.  

 

Later in the meeting, Commissioner Minnaugh made a motion to change the November 30th, 

2017 meeting date to November 16th, 2017 to better distribute the dates.  Motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 

  

D. OTHER 

 

 Review of Storm Event – Hurricane Irma – District Director Hart gave a recap on the 

storm.  He said that this was a major storm event, and that he sent out an e-mail to the 

Board members before the storm, just to let them know what the District was doing pre-

storm.  Many of the questions the District received from residents were related to the 

levels of the lakes, and canals, etc. 
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He said that SBDD was actively lowering the stages throughout the entire District, pre-

storm.  In fact, the District was able to lower the stages down to ½ foot below its normal 

operating range because they received approval through the Governor’s office.  He said 

that extra ½ foot was instrumental in helping to keep the levels down throughout the 

storm. 

 

District Director Hart said that between Saturday and Sunday the District recorded 

between 6.58” and 12.7” of rain throughout the District, which is a tremendous amount 

of rain for a 48 hour period.  He said that the District had this storm rated at the same level 

as the storm we experienced in June.  He said that Dade County got hit equally as hard; 

and that there was a tremendous amount of stormwater being discharged into the C-9 

Canal.  He said that leading up to the storm, the District lowered all of their canal levels, 

and all of the facilities were operating at full capacity throughout the storm.  He said that 

once the District started to experience tropical storm winds they shut down all of the sluice 

gates along the C-9, so that SBDD could operate with their pumps at full capacity and not 

risk the back-flow.  It proved to be a critical decision because of the elevated stages that 

we started experiencing in the C-9.   

 

District Director Hart said that with the sluice gates shut down, SBDD was able to pump 

as much as the engines/motors would allow against the elevated stages.  SBDD was 

running on backup generators at some of their pump stations.  On the north side of the 

District, SFWMD did an unbelievable job of keeping the C-11 down at a low, low 

operating range; and that allowed SBDD to continue to move water through their S-9/S-

10 gates, and all along Basin 8.  The S-8 Basin, which extends down to Pines Blvd., did 

reach high stages, but not like it was back in June.  District Director Hart said that the 

stages are starting to lower now; and that he does expect that over the next two to three 

days the water will continue to recede back to normal operating ranges.  He said that all 

of the peak stages throughout the District were well below the 100-year calculated flood 

stages.  The District received almost 13 inches of rain at the S-2 pump station in a 48 hour 

period; which is close to 100-year storm event.  He said that this was a very intense, high 

rain event that the District experienced.   

 

District Director Hart said that they calculated over 500,000,000 gallons of stormwater 

was pumped through SBDD’s pump stations; which is a huge amount of water; and the 

District’s facilities operated in an exceptional manner.  He said that several of SBDD’s 

pump stations were running on backup emergency power which illustrates the importance 

of our maintenance program.   

 

SBDD staff was back to work early yesterday (Monday) accessing the damages, clearing 

our trash racks, and making adjustments and repairs to our facilities.  The District did have 

some issues, but by the end of the day yesterday, SBDD had everything cleared, reset, and 

100% back on automation.  Throughout the entire storm, SBDD was able to review and 

monitor its operations through our data flow system and see what was happening 

throughout the District.  Overall, the District faired very well.   

 

There are some trees and debris out in the District’s canals and waterways.  Staff is already 

beginning the process to remove them; and they will be continuing with those efforts over 
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the next several days.  To date, SBDD did not have any reports of excessive flooding, 

blocked roads, or other major flooding issues.   

 

The District received many phone calls from the Board before, during, and after the storm; 

and District Director Hart and the staff appreciates the support that they get from our 

Board members.  District Director Hart said that he will be following up with additional 

information as it relates to the C-9 canal; and he will be coordinating with SFWMD to try 

and lower that stage. 

 

Chair Hodges asked if SBDD had any dialogue with SFWMD on why we were at the 

highest ever stages on the C-9.   

 

District Director Hart replied that the C-9 stages may not have been the highest ever, but 

they were definitely close to the highest stages ever seen by SBDD staff.  He said that he 

had spoken with SFWMD before the storm as it related to the decisions that staff wanted 

to make in regard to the sluice gates; and there was an expectation that the C-9, because 

it is tidal, was going to be impacted by the surge; and although the surge was not as high 

as it was forecast, Dade County did still experience some storm surge; he has not yet heard 

the reports on how high or to what degree.  The other factors were the amount of rain and 

the regional extent of the rain.  The highest levels of rainfall that the District experienced 

was along the C-9 corridor (10”-13”); and that was the same with Dade County.  He said 

that there was a tremendous volume of water going into that canal, and that is a big part 

of why the stages were so elevated. 

 

District Director Hart noted that the fact the District was able to pump and move water 

against the elevated stages, speaks to the effectiveness of our system, and how fortunate 

the District is compared to some others that rely strictly on gravity; because if you had 

just a straight gravity flow, you were definitely back-flowing; and you would top-off at 

the same stages as the C-9; and we never got close to those stages.  He said that SFWMD 

is making slow progress on lowering the elevated stages. 

 

Chair Hodges asked if the District has an antenna at the pump stations.  District Director 

Hart replied yes, we have antennas, and he explained that those are for the telemetry 

system; and if they were to go out, we lose communication.  The telemetry system allows 

us to look and operate; but even if we lose communication, the stations are still operating 

on their own.   

 

Commissioner Goggin asked District Director Hart to update the Board on the fact that 

all of our pump stations are automated, and with the telemetry, the operations can all be 

done remotely.  He commented that his mom confirmed on Facebook, that the City of 

Sunrise, still to this day, during the storm, has a live person in the pump station to man 

the station; because they do not have automated communications in their stations; and he 

heard that other Districts in the past would need to do the same; which is seriously 

dangerous.   

 

District Director Hart said that is one of the biggest benefits SBDD has; that our system 

is automated, and we have the back-up power, and can make the decision to go automated 

and rely on it.  It is very dependable. 
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At this time, the general meeting was suspended and the Public Hearing on the budget and 

assessment rates was opened. 

 

 

05. CONVENED PUBLIC HEARING AT 8:30 A.M. REGARDING THE FINAL BUDGET AND 

ASSESSMENTS OF SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 

 

Chair Hodges presented the following: 

 

The name of the taxing District is South Broward Drainage District.   
 

The Proposed Taxes and Assessment Rates for fiscal year 2017/2018 is attached as Exhibit AA@ 
to District Resolution No. 2017-07. 

 

The Proposed Budget for fiscal year 2017/2018 is attached as Exhibit AA@ to the District 

Resolution No. 2017-08. 

 

Chair Hodges asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board members.   

 

Vice-Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart how much the 13% increase in the assessment rates 

would raise; what would that equate to in a year.  District Director Hart replied that it would 

equate to a $400,000 increase in SBDD’s revenues.  Vice-Chair Ryan said that he is against the 

13% increase because he feels it is a little excessive. He said that he knows that District Director 

Hart wants to do many things for the District, but he feels there should be other ways within the 

budget where you can take funds from one place or another place; as opposed to raising the rates.  

He stated that taking that $400,000 and spreading it over 10 years equates to a $4 million dollar 

tax increase, and he is not voting for a $4 million dollar tax increase over 10 years. 

 

Chair Hodges asked why Vice-Chair Ryan chose a 10-year horizon to calculate the increase; and 

Vice-Chair Ryan indicated that he had seen an analysis by the District Director that referenced a 

5-year or 10-year period.   

 

District Director Hart commented that he had done an analysis of the funding for the CIP over 5 

years to try to make sure that the District can continue to fund their capital projects.  Vice-Chair 

Ryan said that he thinks District Director Hart is doing a wonderful job, but he feels that the 13% 

could be shaved down quite a bit. 

 

Commissioner Good stated that he also opposes the rate and assessment increase in the budget.  

He believes that the timing of the capital projects can be changed in such a way that the funding 

requirement is less; and he also believes that the use of the SBDD Emergency Reserve account is 

a very viable option in order to balance the budget.  He reiterated his statements from the July 27th 

Public Hearing and Budget Meeting and re-stated that he is going to be in opposition to the rate 

increase. 

 

Chair Hodges asked if there were any questions from the public.  There were none. 

 

Chair Hodges closed the public discussion. 
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Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2017-07; which approves and adopts 

final taxes and the assessment rates for fiscal year 2017/18.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Goggin.   

 

There was a roll call vote and it was carried by a vote of 5 to 2, with the opposing votes being 

Commissioner Good and Vice-Chair Ryan. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of Resolution 2017-08, which approves and adopts 

the final budget for fiscal year 2017/18.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin.  

 

There was a roll call vote and it was carried by a vote of 5 to 2, with the opposing votes being 

Commissioner Good and Vice-Chair Ryan. 

 

The Public Hearing was adjourned and the Regular SBDD Board Meeting was reconvened.  

 

D. OTHER CONTINUED: 

 

 CPR Classes - District Director Hart stated that the District will be scheduling CPR 

classes for staff and he wanted to offer it out to the Board if anyone was interested.   

 
 Return of Unclaimed Funds – District Director Hart said that the District has been 

working on returning unclaimed funds that the District has been holding for the past 

several years.  These are As-built cash deposits that the District has received throughout 

the years that need to be returned.  He said that these deposits are classified as “unclaimed 

funds” under the state definition/statute and there is a whole process in how to deal with 

those.  The District is now at the point where we are putting together a spreadsheet 

itemizing all of the deposits.  The District has to itemize every single check that we 

received, and give as much information as we can to the state; and once that is done, we 

will be sending the state the spreadsheet along with a large check.  The current balance is 

$525,000 dollars.  This is a liability account; it is not part of our operating account or any 

account that the District depends on for operating expenses, etc.  This may get pushed 

back a little bit further, due to the storm.   

 

 Update on Maintenance Garage Building – District Director Hart said that they have 

made a lot of progress on the garage building.  He said that he is expecting that they will 

be back to work on the building by next week.  The schedule is to start forming the tie-

beams, and then they will be coming in with the roof structure.   

 

06. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  

 
 None.   
 
07. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by 
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Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously.   

  

08.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh asked in regards to the money that the District sends to the state; is that 

the money that is advertised in the newspaper, where they (the state) advertise names of people and 

companies, so at least the state can try and get the money back to them.  District Director Hart 

replied yes. 

 

Commissioner Mersinger commented that before the storm, she and a group of neighbors got 

together, and all she heard was praise of how we handled the last storm, and none of the neighbors 

were concerned about flooding with this incident. 

 

Commissioner Santana-Woodall commented that Joe Certain, Project Manager, did an amazing job, 

because when she called him, he came out right away; and everyone was amazed on how fast he 

handled the situation and how on-point they were. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh asked if there were any complaints from SWR.  District Director Hart 

said none.  Commissioner Minnaugh said that is a big tribute to the whole District, because they 

have the potential for more problems than all the rest of the District.  

   

09. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
A. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 26th at 8:00 a.m.  

 
Adjournment at 8:50 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

 

/rim 
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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 

 
Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner General Public: See Attached List 

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner  

  

 Thomas Good, Commissioner  - Via Conference Call 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer - Via Conference Call 

 

Absent: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner Santana-Woodall, and Commissioner Goggin present at the 

meeting; and Commissioner Good, and Commissioner Minnaugh present via teleconference; 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None.  

 

03. DIRECTOR=S REPORT  

 

A. UPDATE ON CLEAN-UP AND RECOVERY EFFORTS FROM HURRICANE IRMA 

 

District Director Hart gave an update on SBDD’s clean-up and recovery efforts from Hurricane 

Irma.  The water levels are back down at normal operating stages; within a week’s time.  

District facilities operated in an exceptional manner before, during, and after the storm.  The 

District pumped a lot of water; and the pumps ran continuously for over 5 days, close to a 

week.  We had two pumps running at multiple stations.  He said that one gear drive sustained 

some damage; but other than that, there were no other mechanical issues that occurred.  He 

said that this is a testament to SBDD’s maintenance program, its staff, and its mechanic; and 

all the efforts that the District and the Board has put into the upkeep/maintenance and 

modernization of the District’s system.  

 

All of the District’s primary canals are open and unrestricted for the flow of stormwater.  SBDD 

has done an assessment of all their primary canals; and they look excellent.  There are trees 

here and there along the edge, but nothing restricting flow; and for the most part, those water 

channels look very good.  As before-mentioned, one gear drive sustained damage at the S-7 

pump station; and because the gear drive works in unison with the pump, that is something that 
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staff will need to address.   

 

The initial assessment by District staff of the majority of the District’s waterbodies has 

established that there are numerous fallen trees and storm related debris within District 

waterbodies; and this debris deals mainly with our secondary and lateral canals.  District 

Director Hart said that it is really important to note that our District, as everyone knows, covers 

a lot of area (73 square miles).  He noted that if half of our District is looking good, which a 

lot of our laterals and secondary canals do look good; but if even half or a third has issues, then 

that’s probably still more area than almost every other District in the County; when it comes 

to total area that the District has to deal with.  The damages are evident throughout the entire 

District; and covers all municipalities (SWR, Pembroke Pines, Miramar, east and west).  SBDD 

has areas all over that need attention and will require extensive clean-up efforts.   

 

Most of the damage as mentioned, is in secondary and lateral canals, and the debris has the 

potential to restrict flow and impact drainage.  SBDD has initiated their 70-Hour Post Storm 

Debris/Tree Removal Services contract.  These were contracts that were bid out and are 

structured to follow FEMA guidelines for reimbursement; they have FEMA language in them, 

and references, and sections from the federal statutes, and are structured to allow the District 

to submit for reimbursement through FEMA and follow proper guidelines.  The Contractors 

that SBDD are using are all following contracted prices.  

 

The District has an initial estimation that the damages will exceed $560,000; that includes fuel, 

debris removal, pumps, gear drives, staff time, etc.  District Director Hart commented that this 

is SBDD’s third day into their 70-Hour contract; and if the remaining six days goes as well as 

the first two days, they will get a lot of work done.   

 

District Director Hart wanted to recognize the following employees: 

 

Joe Certain, Project Manager, who has been overseeing the debris removal work for the 

District; Assistant Director, Luis Ochoa has been very involved pre-storm, thru the storm, and 

post-storm, working with the Contractors, and working on the Control Systems, making sure 

that the District didn’t have issues with the controls; Robert Franklin, Operations Manager, 

coordinating the crews, and assigning the work; Ronnie Thompson, SBDD’s Mechanic, has 

done an exceptional job keeping everything up and running; and the entire staff who have been 

working diligently for the District.   

 

District Director Hart said that the District’s grapple truck has received high praise for the 

effectiveness in clearing our trash racks, keeping the water moving, and keeping weeds off.  

He said that it speaks to the versatility of the District’s equipment; and that it has demonstrated 

its value to the District.   

 

District Director Hart said that the estimate that they are looking at under the 70-Hour contract 

is approximately $190,000 to $200,000.  He said the District will be submitting for 

reimbursement from FEMA and the State (NRCS).  He has already started the process through 

the State (NRCS).  He noted that per the State, in certain instances, if you perform the work 

before you have an agreement in place, that work is not eligible for reimbursement.  He said 

that there is no funding available as the District sits here today; and they will not even enter 

into an agreement until funding is in place that is appropriated through Congress.  NRCS has 
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to do an assessment (inspection), prepare a report, and then an agreement; and this could take 

up to four weeks to complete before the agreement is in place.  He stated that because of the 

severity of the damage, it was important to open up the channels.  As of late Sunday/Monday 

morning there were still storms out in the Atlantic, one of which still had the potential to affect 

South Florida; and fortunately, that threat had significantly diminished, and South Florida all 

breathed a huge sigh of relief.   

 

District Director Hart said that the erosion situation was minor at this point; and that SBDD 

had received just a few phone calls on this.  He said it was not close to what the District received 

during Hurricane Wilma.   

 

Joe Certain approached the podium and gave the Board an update of his assessment.  He said 

that initially after the storm they went out and visited all the pipes along the primary channels 

within the District, and at the same time, they were documenting the areas where there were 

fallen trees to see if they were impacting drainage in any way.  He said they cleared a lot of the 

trees in-house, and at that time, they noticed that there were still two storms in the Atlantic, 

and they were not sure what direction they were heading.   

 

They decided that they would begin with the 70-Hour contract to start clearing out some of the 

canals and ditches and anything else that moves water.  He said there are 7 crews which had a 

chipper truck, a chipper and a three man crew; and they actually got another grapple truck to 

assist on some of the big lumber that the chipping crews could not handle.  The crews were 

directed to work at the Holly Lake Trailer Park - one of the worse hit areas; SWR - where there 

were more restrictions than anywhere else; and in the 13th Street canal – where nothing is 

restricting the flow, but if there is any more of a storm event, it could restrict the flow.  He said 

that overall, the District is in good shape.   

 

He said that he has not been able to do a major inspection of the lake systems.  He commented 

that the way he looks at it is primary, secondary, and anything that will restrict the flow of 

water is what they need to take out first; and they will look at the lakes last because if a tree 

falls in the lake it really does not restrict anything, it is just a tree in the lake system; but they 

will look at everything within the District that was impacted by the storm.   

 

Vice Chair Ryan asked Mr. Certain, what canals or waterways have been affected.  Mr. Certain 

replied that right now they are finishing up the 164th Avenue canal which was impacted by 

trees.  They are actually in the Rolling Oaks subdivision with 3 crews and a grapple truck, 

which was also impacted by trees.  They are working in-house along the US-27 area.  They are 

looking at the worst areas first.   

 

District Director Hart added that the permit modification for the S-8 pump station, where they 

were able to move water through all their gates, is one of the channels Mr. Certain was referring 

to; one of those primary north/south canals in SWR.  Because of the efficiency of South Florida 

Water Management District, where they kept the C-11 Canal low, our S-8 pump station 

operated at the lowest number of hours than any other station in the District and that includes 

S4/S5 which historically has run the less.  He said that is a credit to the importance of those 

canals, that permit modification, and keeping these channels open, because they were really 

able to keep those stages down to a manageable level within that area; and it’s saving the 

District on their pumping there.  He said that when they get the sluice gate in at the S-8, it will 
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be even more effective.  Chair Hodges commented on the importance of the state lowering the 

water. 

 

Mr. Certain commented that as District Director Hart mentioned, if we at least we have those 

channels cleared, where the gates are located, and there is another storm event, and they get 

jammed, there are other by-passes within the S-8 for the water to run out.  That is why they are 

looking at all the primary outfalls throughout.   

 

Commissioner Goggin asked Mr. Certain what happened with the S-7 pump that sustained 

damage.  Mr. Certain replied that he was not sure; from all the pumping and vegetation, there 

was a vibration from the pump.  He said that when there is a loud noise, they think it could be 

the gear head; and it could be transferring from the pump which is located down below.  They 

will be investigating it a bit closer.  

 

Chair Hodges asked what is the alternate if there is a major event.  Mr. Certain replied that he 

spoke to the mechanic this morning and they do have an extra gear head and they will try to 

install the extra gear head and see if that’s the problem. They will also send their divers to 

check the propeller first to make sure that everything is good underwater.  District Director 

Hart added that all of our pump stations have redundancy; they have 3 engines at the S-7; and 

2 run per permit, so they still can operate at full capacity if we were to have another event in 

Florida before end of hurricane season. 

 

Chair Hodges also asked Mr. Certain with the removal of the trees, were they causing any bank 

washout that the District will have to repair.  Mr. Certain replied that there is a little bit of 

erosion, but most of the areas where the trees fell in the canals, the root goes up in the air.  He 

said that is probably something that they cannot handle with the 70-Hour push, because it is so 

large.  How he approaches it, is that he tells them to cut the tree and to stabilize the root ball 

and make sure it goes back in place.  He said that they will be looking at the different areas, 

once this is all done, to make sure that there are not any cavities in the primary systems and 

secondary systems.  He said that at the last meeting he went to with FEMA, they were required 

to cut the trees at the water line, and leave the stump and the tree for the owners; he said that 

they are just looking at the waterways; just to open up the District’s channels.  He said that 

they will take a closer look at it once they are done, to see if there are any holes in the banks.    

      

Commissioner Mersinger commented that this is the reason the District has an Emergency 

Fund; it is so they don’t have to borrow money.  She asked, why are we being penny-wise and 

dollar foolish, if there is $3 million and change in the Emergency Fund.  Why aren’t we taking 

out $560,000, just in case; because some of this will be replaced by FEMA; and if the whole 

$560,000 is not used, then replace it, and put back what is not used; and this way we don’t get 

caught where we have to come back to the table on the same issue.  She said that is exactly 

why we put the money away in an Emergency Fund, “for an emergency”.   

 

Commissioner Minnaugh commented that she agrees with Commissioner Mersinger.  She said 

that she questioned if $315,000 is going to be enough money.  She doesn’t really want to come 

back to another emergency meeting when they can plan accordingly; and as long as the motion 

is made, and the money that is not used goes back into that same account.   

 

Commissioner Good asked for a confirmation that the 70-Hour event is based on just debris 
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that is in the boundaries of the waterline.  He asked if when cutting the trees at the waterline 

and they have stumps, etc. are they going to remove those as well.  Mr. Certain replied that 

there were two locations where they needed access to trees further on down the canal; so there 

are a couple of situations that they needed to remove debris out of the way in order to get to 

the location they needed to get to; and right now, their goal is to get the trees and debris out of 

the water; and they would like to meet with FEMA to see if they are going to get reimbursed.  

That is on private property where those trees and stumps are.  He said they did not do it in the 

past with Wilma, because it was not funded at that time, so they left the stump and the rest of 

that tree on the property.   

 

Commissioner Good said that for those properties where there is actual ownership of the bank 

where the tree grew, are we still going to require the property owner to remove it.  District 

Director Hart replied yes.  District Director Hart clarified that if there are maintenance areas 

that are blocked and restrict the District’s ability to get down to the canal, those will be cleared 

as well. 

 

Commissioner Good asked are we at a point that we are clear as to what the percentage of 

reimbursement is going to be made by FEMA.  District Director Hart replied no, they are not 

clear.   

 

Commissioner Good expressed that there are a few variables that he wants to make clear, 

regarding how much this could actually potentially cost the District, because he does not want 

anyone to believe that when they say they are getting cost recovery from FEMA, it certainly 

will not be dollar for dollar; and it could be as bad as half a dollar to a dollar.  He was concerned 

with the consideration of, or even a policy, on what type of work is actually done on private 

property, whether there is a lake easement or not; and private trees that are falling within the 

District’s property, etc.  He understands that the District has to do what they have to do.  He 

also knows that this could create a bit of a Public Relations (PR) issue; because if you have 

one neighbor that got their trees removed, and the other neighbor that had the same type of 

problem, but it wasn’t bad enough to have it removed, it will cause some sort of conflict that 

will probably come back to the Board later.  He suggested that there should be some sort of 

announcement, like a public education or PR announcement that educates the public; that it 

may not take away their conflict, but it at least shows a pro-active approach and that we advised 

the constituents on the parameters in which the District is operating in terms of debris removal 

on their properties.  

 

District Director Hart said that was a good point.  He said that the District made that clear to 

our Contractors, and SBDD is letting the residents know that their work (SBDD) is limited to 

the waters, and they (property owner), more than likely, could have other debris on their 

property, and that is something they will have to deal with independently. 

 

Commissioner Mersinger suggested that when writing up the statement, as to the work the 

District is performing, that the District give a copy to the cities so they can place it on their 

websites and that way more people can see it.  District Director Hart agreed. 

 

Commissioner Goggin asked if Mr. Certain thinks that the informational pamphlet is an add-

on to the residents, so that they can give that to their neighbors.  Mr. Certain said that they have 

a flyer right now, and if no one is home, they leave it as a door hanger so they can contact the 
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District.  District Director Hart said that the information is very specific as to the debris in the 

water only.    

 

Vice Chair Ryan commented that District Director Hart presented a very strong case and he 

has no problem taking the money out of the emergency fund; but he wanted assurance that any 

money received from FEMA goes back into the Emergency Fund.  District Director Hart said 

that requirement is written in the Resolution.   

 

B. APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2017-09 – TO AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE THE 

EXPENDATURE OF UP TO $315,000 IN EMERGENCY FUNDS FOR HURRICANE 

IRMA STORM-REALTED REPAIRS AND EMERGENCY WORK 

 

Commissioner Mersinger moved for Approval of Resolution 2017-09 to Authorize and 

Approve the Expenditure of Emergency Funds for Hurricane Irma Storm-Related Repairs and 

Emergency Work, with the caveat that the funding is increased from $315,000 to $560,000.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan said he didn’t think that this was such a good idea; that $560,000 coming out 

of the Emergency Fund, plus $200,000 which the District routinely has in over-budgeted funds 

throughout the year, comes to $760,000.  He said that of that $760,000, FEMA will reimburse 

the District for some of that amount; and if $315,000 from the Emergency Fund is what the 

District Director needs to get it done, he feels it might be an overkill to add another $200,000.   

 

Chair Hodges told Vice Chair Ryan to keep in mind that they are not saying that they are going 

to spend all the money; any money not spent is going back into the emergency account.  District 

Director Hart explained that Chair Hodges is correct; they are not increasing the District’s 

expenditure to $700,000; what they are saying is that the money they are spending for 

emergency purposes, is coming out of the emergency account.  It is still $560,000, and that 

amount is not changing. 

 

Vice Chair Ryan asked District Director Hart if it will be covered under the FEMA 

reimbursement.  District Director Hart replied that yes, we will request and do everything we 

can to get as much as we can.  

 

There was a roll call vote and it was carried unanimously. 

 

04.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

 

Chair Hodges suggested that the District set up an interview, cameras, and photos of what is being 

done as a Public Relations piece that can be placed on the SBDD website.   

 

Commissioner Mersinger commented that she read in the paper that there was a sewage spill in the 

City of Miramar.  She wanted to know if the District had any contact by the City, and what was the 

District’s involvement in that.  District Director Hart replied that the District’s involvement was 

very limited, and they were not contacted by the City on it; however, he was made aware by 

Commissioner Good.  SBDD has been down to the site, and District Director Hart spoke to the City 

of Miramar Utility Director who advised him that the City has addressed the spill.  The City is 

responsible for the reporting, the clean-up, the monitoring, and verification that everything had been 
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addressed.    

 

Commissioner Mersinger commented that she got a lot of positive praise from the community for 

the staff and the work they are doing and the outcome from the storm.  She said to the staff, thank 

you. 

 

05. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
A. The Next Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 26th at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Adjournment at 8:50 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

 

/rim 













































DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

September 30, 2017

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from September 1,
2017 through September 30, 2017:

1. Coordination regarding District Budget for 2017/18:

Attorney's Fees:  1 hrs.  50 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 458.33

2. Coordination regarding Hurricane Irma debris issues:

Attorney's Fees:  4 hrs.  50 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 1,208.33

3. Coordination regarding Hurricane Irma erosion/shoreline damage/
research/review Hurricane Wilma procedures/assessments:

Attorney's Fees:  3 hrs.  10 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 791.67
Paralegal Fees:        45 minutes @ $100.00/hr. = $ 75.00

4. Coordination regarding Miramar sewage spill into District’s canal:

Attorney's Fees:       20 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 83.33

5. Coordination regarding Pines Boulevard Post Office Drainage :

Attorney's Fees:       20 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 83.33

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 2,699.99



DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

October 18, 2017

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from October 1, 2017
through October 17, 2017:

1. Coordination regarding Hurricane Irma debris issues:

Attorney's Fees:  9 hrs.  35 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 2,395.83

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 2,395.83




