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SOUTH BROWARD DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

MAY 25, 2017 

 

Present:  

Scott Hodges, Chairperson Kevin M. Hart, District Director 

James Ryan, Vice Chairperson Reina Muniz, Recording Secretary 

Vicki Minnaugh, Treasurer Douglas R. Bell, Legal Counsel 

Robert E. Goggin, IV, Secretary 

Alanna Mersinger, Commissioner 

General Public: See Attached List 

Thomas Good, Commissioner    

Mercedes Santana-Woodall, Commissioner 

 

 

Absent: 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

01.   CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

   Chair Hodges called the SBDD Board Meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.; with Vice Chair Ryan, 

Commissioner Minnaugh, Commissioner Mersinger, Commissioner Good, Commissioner Goggin, 

and Commissioner Santana-Woodall present; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

02.   PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None.  

 

03.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the minutes of the April 27, 2017, South Broward 

Drainage District Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was 

carried unanimously. 

 

04. DIRECTOR=S REPORT  

 

A-1. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT 

AREA (SWMA) DESIGNATION FOR ORTENZO RESIDENCE; SUBJECT TO THE 

DEDICATION OF A NEW SWMA 

 

District Director Hart said that the owner of the property located at 5120 S.W. 201st Terrace, 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33332 requested that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management 

Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under instrument # 113383925, 

B.C.R.  All properties in the SW Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at 

elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA. 
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The property owners, Paul Ortenzo and Ashleigh Ortenzo, will dedicate a new SWMA over 

the property to comply with the 20% SWMA requirement.  District Director Hart said that 

SBDD staff has reviewed the request and has no objections.  There are no financial impacts 

to this Agenda Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be incurred 

by the property owner. 

 

This request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the SWMA on the property 

located at 5120 S.W. 201st Terrace, SWR as described in the “Release & Vacation of SWMA 

Designation”.  This request is subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with 

SBDD Criteria. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval for the Release and Vacation of the SWMA 

Designation for the Rodriguez resident located at 5120 S.W. 201st Terrace, Southwest 

Ranches, FL; subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with SBDD Criteria.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously. 

 

A-2. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT 

AREA (SWMA) DESIGNATION FOR QUILODRAN RESIDENCE; SUBJECT TO 

THE DEDICATION OF A NEW SWMA 
 

District Director Hart said that the owner of the property located at 5820 S.W. 188th Avenue, 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33332 requested that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management 

Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under instrument # 114304322, 

B.C.R.  All properties in the SW Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at 

elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA. 

 

The property owner, Julio Cesar Quilodran, will dedicate a new SWMA over the property to 

comply with the 20% SWMA requirement.  District Director Hart said that SBDD staff has 

reviewed the request and has no objections.  There are no financial impacts to this Agenda 

Item, other than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be incurred by the property 

owner. 

 

This request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the SWMA on the property 

located at 5820 S.W. 188th Avenue, SWR as described in the “Release & Vacation of SWMA 

Designation”.  This request is subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with 

SBDD Criteria. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval for the Release and Vacation of the SWMA 

Designation for the Rodriguez resident located at 5820 S.W. 188th Avenue, Southwest 

Ranches, FL; subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with SBDD Criteria.  

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mersinger. 

 

Commssioner Goggin said that in comparing the old SWMA vs the new SWMA, he doesn’t 

see much of a change.  He asked that with so little of a change, why would the resident go 

through the expense to change it.  District Director Hart explained that when the District meets 

with residents to discuss the SWMAs, he explains to the property owners that the only 

restriction with the SWMA is that they cannot fill that area; it needs to remain at elevation 

5.0’.  At that point, they decide which areas on the property are low, and they go ahead and 
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set it aside as their 20% SWMA dedication.  Later on, if they want to do something that 

requires that area to be filled, they have to change it; so they come back and redirect where 

they want their 20% SWMA dedicated. 

 

The question was called and it was carried unanimously. 

 

A-3. RELEASE AND VACATION REQUEST OF SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT 

AREA (SWMA) DESIGNATION FOR NADER RESIDENCE; SUBJECT TO THE 

DEDICATION OF A NEW SWMA 
 

 District Director Hart said that the owner of the property located at 5330 Hawkhurst Avenue, 

Southwest Ranches, FL 33331 requested that SBDD vacate the Surface Water Management 

Area (SWMA) that was previously designated and recorded under instrument # 112557338, 

B.C.R.  All properties in the SW Ranches are required to set aside 20% of their property at 

elevation 5.0’ (or an equivalent storage area) as a SWMA. 

 

The property owner, Yolanda Nader, will dedicate a new SWMA over the property to comply 

with the 20% SWMA requirement.  District Director Hart said that SBDD staff has reviewed 

the request and has no objections.  There are no financial impacts to this Agenda Item, other 

than SBDD administrative costs; all other costs will be incurred by the property owner. 

 

This request is for SBDD to vacate and release its interest in the SWMA on the property 

located at 5330 Hawkhurst Avenue, SWR as described in the “Release & Vacation of SWMA 

Designation”.  This request is subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with 

SBDD Criteria. 

 

 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval for the Release and Vacation of the SWMA 

Designation for the Nader resident located at 5330 Hawkhurst Avenue, Southwest Ranches, 

FL; subject to the dedication of a new SWMA in accordance with SBDD Criteria.  Motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Santana-Woodall and it was carried unanimously. 

 

B. SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL 

 

District Director Hart stated that SBDD has identified certain properties (equipment) as 

surplus equipment.  He said that this surplus equipment is considered obsolete and its 

continued use is inefficient and serves no useful function to the District.   

 

He said that it was recommended that SBDD’s surplus equipment be sold to the highest 

responsible bidder in accordance with Sections 274.06 and 274.07, Florida Statutes; and that 

the surplus equipment be sold “as is” in individual lots to the highest responsible bidder for 

each lot.  Any lots for which the District does not receive an acceptable bid will be lawfully 

disposed of in accordance with state, county and local laws and Chapter 274, Florida Statutes. 

 

Approval of this agenda item will allow SBDD to sell its surplus equipment, to the highest 

responsible bidder, with any generated revenue being placed back into the General Operating 

Fund.  It is estimated that the sale of the District’s surplus equipment will generate between 

$2,000 and $4,000.  
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 District Director Hart requested approval to allow SBDD to sell its surplus equipment as 

identified in accordance with Chapter 274, Florida Statutes. 

 

 Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval to allow SBDD to sell its surplus equipment as 

identified in accordance with Chapter 274, Florida Statutes.  Motion was seconded by Vice 

Chair Ryan and it was carried unanimously 

 

C. REQUEST TO TRANSFER FUNDS FROM SBDD CIP COMMITTED ACCOUNT TO 

SBDD GENERAL OPERATING ACCOUNT 

 

District Director Hart requested the transfer of $211,156.60 from the SBDD CIP Committed 

Account into the SBDD General Operating Account. 

 

District Director Hart said to date, SBDD has completed four (4) CIP projects in the current 

fiscal year.  They are as follows: 

 The Rebuild of 2 motors ($50,200.70) 

 The Rebuild of 2 Pumps ($59, 518.00) 

 The installation of Cured-in-Place Pipe at the S-3 Pump Station ($76,437.90) 

 SW 55th Street Drainage Improvements ($25,000); which was a cost share with Town of 

SWR 

 

Currently, SBDD is working on the following CIP projects: 

 

 Maintenance Building Expansion Project ($586,100) – Contract was awarded on 

4/27/17. 

 S-8 Sluice Gate and Basin 8 Telemetry System for Existing Gates ($125,000) – Currently 

under Design. 

 Replace Generator at the S-1 and S-7 Pump Stations ($50,000). 

 Basin 8 Drainage Improvements – Dykes Road and Basin 8 Inter-Connect ($50,000) – 

Currently in Design; Cost Share with Town of SWR. 

 Design of B-1 Pump Station Rehabilitation ($0.00). 

 

Total expenditures for CIP projects completed in Fiscal Year 2016-2017 totals $211,156.60, 

which are paid through the SBDD General Operating account. 

 

These projects were previously approved by the Board with funding through the Capital 

Improvement Committed Account.   

 

District Director Hart requested approval to transfer a total of $211,156.60 from the SBDD 

CIP Committed Account to the SBDD General Operating Account to reimburse the account 

for the cost of the CIP projects. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh moved for approval of the transfer funds from the SBDD CIP 

Committed Account into the SBDD General Operating Account as requested by the District 

Director.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Goggin and it was carried unanimously. 
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D. OTHER 

 

 Maintenance Building Expansion Project Update – District Director Hart said that they 

will be having a pre-construction meeting this afternoon with the contractor.  He said that 

everything is moving forward quite well.  The contract has been executed, and much of 

the site work that the District is responsible for has been completed.  He is hoping to meet 

today and establish a start date for the contractor.  He said that in the brief conversation 

that he had with them, they are confident that they will be able to get the job finished well 

within the 6 months stated in the contract.   

 

 SBDD & AllState Resource Management Seminar Update – Last Thursday there was a 

maintenance seminar held by SBDD & AllState Resource Management; directed to 

property managers and primarily to commercial/industrial properties, to help them get a 

better understanding on how their drainage system works and how they can eliminate 

unnecessary flooding.  He said that it was a very good seminar; and they will continue to 

do this in the future.   

 

05. ATTORNEY=S REPORT:  

 
 Attorney Bell said that at the last Board meeting the Board requested him to do some research 

regarding the possibility of the District donating money towards a scholarship.  He found that there 
are a number of Attorney General Opinions (AGO) that discourage it.  He said that the Constitution 
of the State of Florida has a provision in Section 10 which states that neither the State, County, 
School District, or Special Districts shall become a joint owner with, or stock holder of, give or use 
its taxpaying power or credit, to aide any corporation, association, partnership or person.   

 
 As a general rule, the AGO says that the District, (as well as the County or Cities), are only authorized 

to do that which is authorized by its Charter, or the powers that they have.  The AGO says that there 
has to be a public purpose.  Attorney Bell said there were four criteria listed:  (1) it has to be non-
profit; (2) voluntary; (3) open to the public; and (4) dedicated to a valid public interest, and that the 
programs are open and available to the general public use.   

 
 He also looked into the Miramar/Pembroke Chamber of Commerce, and said that they have a 

Scholarship Committee, and that the scholarship is open only to those students who are in the 
Miramar/Pembroke Pines school system; or to a family member of a chamber member.  There is also 
a second part, which is a scholarship that goes to a teacher (which is more of a grant than a 
scholarship), that also comes out of that same fund. 

 
 He has a call into the Chairman of the Scholarship Committee.  He is trying to find out if there is any 

way that the District can donate to the scholarship, and have it specifically set for, or earmarked for, 
a specific school or student; or some kind of criteria; and for SBDD to have oversight on it. 

 
 Commissioner Mersinger said she spoke to Robert Goltz (Chamber President/CEO), and asked that 

same question; and he said that they could add criteria as to who would get the scholarship.  She said 
that if they don’t get any applicants that fit that bill, the option would be to either roll the money over 
to the following year, or if the District gave them permission, give the money to another worthy 
student.  She said that it was a nice thought, but if it is going to cost more, or if it places the District 
in jeopardy, then she doesn’t know if it’s something that the District should pursue.   

 
 Commissioner Goggin commented that if the District is going to donate money to an organization, 



 

 -6- 

 

then it should be fitting that any City within our District should be able to obtain that scholarship, 
but if you’re limiting it to Pines or Miramar, then you’re leaving other cities out of it.   

 
 Vice Chair Ryan commented that this is taxpayer money and he has a problem using taxpayer money 

for things not related to drainage.  Chair Hodges commented that he thinks Attorney Bell mentioned 
enough reasons why SBDD should not pursue this.    

 
06. APPROVAL OF LEGAL FEES 
 
 Commissioner Goggin moved for approval of the legal bills.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Santana-Woodall.   
 
 Commissioner Minnaugh had some questions regarding the legal bills.  She asked what the 

background checks were for.  District Director Hart explained that the District hired two new 
employees for whom background checks were conducted. 

 
 She also asked Attorney Bell what he did in regards to election procedures.  Attorney Bell explained 

that he was requested to look into the procedures if a Board member were to resign, or run for another 
elected office.  He spoke to the Division of Elections up in Tallahassee and was told that they do not 
issue generic opinions; they want specifics.   He said they have a form that needs to be filled out to 
make that request.   

 
 The question was called and it was carried unanimously.  

  

07.   BOARD MEMBER’S QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 

        

Commissioner Santana-Woodall commented that she had the honor of speaking at Glades Middle 

School for their “Honor Society Induction”, and in her speech, she spoke about “service”.  She 

discussed with District Director Hart how we could possibly partner with Glades Middle School to 

build a butterfly garden at the pond retention area at SBDD, and create some kind of eco-system; 

and give the students some volunteer hours.  She said that some students approached her with regard 

to volunteering or getting a tour from SBDD because they are middle schoolers looking into 

engineering as they go into high school. 

 

Commissioner Goggin commented that the only canal located in the City of Hollywood is having 

utility work done in its direct area.  He said the City of Hollywood is laying some new water pipes; 

and he asked District Director Hart if the District is checking into what they are doing, just to make 

sure that it is not affecting anything related to the canal.  District Director Hart said that he is not 

aware of that specific project, but that the District does have a utility permitting program.  He said 

he will look into it. 

 

Commissioner Minnaugh asked District Director Hart what is happening within the SBDD 

headquarter’s property.  District Director Hart explained that some of the construction she sees has 

to do with additional improvements the District wants to make at SBDD Headquarters, such as 

security cameras, etc.  He explained that some of the improvements is work the District is doing in-

house for the SBDD Maintenance Building Expansion project like utility lines, etc.  Commissioner 

Minnaugh asked if the District ever thought of getting impact glass for the three entrances.  She 

believes it would be money well spent.  District Director Hart replied yes, they have given it some 

thought and are looking into it.  He said that if not this year, this will probably be a project for next 
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year.  

 

Vice Chair Ryan said that he had a question regarding the financial report on the comparisons of 

revenue vs expenses.  He asked if something went wrong on Line Item # 1695 – Pump Station – 

Flood Gates.  District Director Hart replied yes, that line item relates to the fire at one of our pump 

stations (S-8).  He thanked Vice Chair Ryan for bringing that up and gave the Board an update on 

the status of the repairs, and costs, and insurance reimbursement.  

 

District Director Hart said that the District has been reimbursed for all of their expenses to date.  He 

said that they are still withholding depreciation costs, so once the work is finished, the District will 

get back additional monies to cover all of the District’s repair expenses.  The engine is 100% back 

online and so is the control panel.  The roof should be finished this week or by the beginning of 

next week.  He commented that there are other improvements that the District is looking to perform 

down the line.     

 

Commissioner Goggin asked District Director Hart if the District learned anything, after the fire 

that can be used as a safety factor for other pump stations.  District Director Hart said absolutely; 

the one thing they learned is that the fuel line needs to be aligned, and running in the right order and 

direction; otherwise, it could be a problem because of the heat when that engine is running.  That 

was the first thing Mr. Ronald Thompson, SBDD’s mechanic saw.  He said that Mr. Thompson 

checked all the engines so that the District does not have that problem again.  This in turn, led the 

District to look into some fire suppression systems that they could incorporate into each station over 

the next several years; so if there is another incident, the fire can be suppressed.     

 

On a separate note, District Director Hart commented that the insurance company has a program for 

cost share and reimbursement for safety related cost; where they will reimburse the District up to 

$5,000 for every dollar we spend on safety expenses.  He said he submitted it this year, and the 

District will be receiving a check for approximately $3,800.  District Director Hart praised Susan 

Iratzoqui for doing a great job helping him with the accounting and documentation to provide to the 

insurance company.   

 

08. MEETING DATE(S) 

 
A. Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 29th at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Adjournment at 8:55 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

                                                                            

Robert E. Goggin IV, Secretary 

South Broward Drainage District 

 

 

/rim 





























































































































































DOUGLAS R. BELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CUMBERLAND BUILDING, SUITE 505
800 E BROWARD BOULEVARD

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
(954) 524-8526

June 21, 2017

South Broward Drainage District
6591 Southwest 160th Avenue
Southwest Ranches, Florida 33331

*I N V O I C E*

Legal services rendered on behalf of South Broward Drainage District from May 18, 2017
through June 21, 2017:

1. Coordination regarding Maintenance Building Improvements:

Attorney's Fees:       15 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 62.50

2. Coordination regarding Background Checks:

Attorney's Fees:       25 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 104.17
Costs: TWC Backgrounds = $ 94.70

3. Coordination regarding Pool in Drainage Easement on Property
near Douglas Road and Pines Boulevard:

Attorney's Fees:       25 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 104.17

4. Coordination regarding District Budget for 2017/18:

Attorney's Fees:       15 minutes @ $250.00/hr. = $ 62.50

5. Coordination regarding Election Procedures:

Attorney's Fees:  2 hrs.  30 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 625.00
Paralegal Fees:  1 hr.  30 min. @ $100.00/hr. = $ 150.00

6. Coordination regarding District Authorization to Provide Contributions
toward Student Scholarships:

Attorney's Fees:  3 hrs.  40 min. @ $250.00/hr. = $ 916.67
Paralegal Fees:  1 hr.  15 min. @ $100.00/hr. = $ 125.00

****************

TOTAL DUE THIS INVOICE: $ 2,244.71


